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Alchemist (The)

Paulo Coetho

167

Yes

Yes

Novel

This simple, yet eloquent parable celebrates the richness of the human spirit. A young Spanish shepherd seeking his destiny
travels to Egypt where he learns many lessons, particularly from a wise old alchemist. The real alchemy here, however, is the
transmuting of youthful idealism into mature wisdom. The blending of conventional ideas with an exotic setting makes old truths
seem new again. This shepherd takes the advice Hamlet did not heed, learning to trust his heart and commune with itas a
treasured friend. Enjoyabie and easy fo read, this timeless fantasy validates the aspirations and dreams of youth.

Alice | Have Been

Melanie Benjamin

400

Yes

Yes

Novel

Benjamin draws on one of the most enduring relationships in children’s literature in her excellent debut, spinning out the
heartbreaking story of Alice from Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Her research into the lives of Charles Dodgson (aka Lewis
Carroll) and the family of Alice Liddell is apparent as she takes circumstances shrouded in mystery and colors in the spaces to
reveal a vibrant and passionate Alice. Born into a Victorian family of privilege, free-spirited Alice catches the attention of family
friend Dodgson and serves as the muse for both his photography and writing. Their bond, however, is misunderstood by Alice's
family, and though she is forced to sever their friendship, she is forever haunted by their connection as her life bacomes
something of a chain of heartbreaks. As an adult, Alice tries to escape her past, but it is only when she finally embraces it that
she truly finds the happiness that eluded her. Focusing on three eras in Alice's life, Benjamin offers a finely wrought portrait of
Alice that seamliessly blends fact with fiction. This is book club gold.

All-Girl Filling Station's Last Reunion (The)

Fannie Flagg

368

Yes

Yes

Novel

The one and only Fannie Flagg, beloved author of Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe, Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven,
and | Still Dream About You, is at her hilarious and superb best in this new comic mystery novel about two women who are
forced to reimagine who they are. Mrs. Sookie Poole of Point Clear, Alabama, has just married off the last of her daughters and is
looking forward to relaxing and perhaps traveling with her husband, Earle. The only thing left to contend with is her mother, the
formidable Lenore Simmons Krackenberry. Lenore may be a lot of fun for other people, but is, for the most part, an overbearing
presence for her daughter. Then one day, quite by accident, Sookie discovers a secret about her mother’s past that knocks her
for a loop and suddenly calls into question everything she ever thought she knew about herself, her family, and her future.

A Long Way Gone

ishmael Beah

240

Yes

Yes

Biography

This absorbing account by a young man who, as a boy of 12, gets swept up in Sierra Leone's civil war goes beyond even the
best journalistic efforts in revealing the life and mind of a child abducted into the horrors of warfare. Beah's harrowing journey
transforms him overnight from a child enthralled by American hip-hop music and dance to an internal refugee bereft of family,
wandering from village to village in a country grown deeply divided by the indiscriminate atrocities of unruly, sociopathic rebel
and army forces. Beah then finds himself in the army—in a drug-filled life of casual mass slaughter that lasts until he is 15, when
he's brought to a rehabilitation center sponsored by UNICEF and partnering NGOs. The process marks out Beah as a gifted
spokesman for the center's work after his "repatriation™ to civilian life in the capital, where he lives with his family and a distant
uncle. When the war finally engulfs the capital, it sends 17-year-old Beah fleeing again, this time to the U.S., where he now lives.
Told in clear, accessible language by a young writer with a gifted literary voice.
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Americanah

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

608

No

No

Novel

One of The New York Times's Ten Best Books of the Year. Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction An NPR
"Great Reads" Book, a Chicago Tribune Best Book, a Washington Post Notable Book, a Seattle Times Best Book, an
Entertainment Weekly Top Fiction Book, a Newsday Top 10 Book, and a Goodreads Best of the Year pick. A powerful, tender
story of race and identity by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the award-winning author of Half of a Yellow Sun. Ifemelu and Obinze
are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured lfemelu heads for America,
where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful
Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life
in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each other and for their
homeland.

And The Mountains Echoed

Khaled Hosseini

448

Yes

Yes

Novel

Khaled Hosseini, the #1 New York Times~bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns, has written a
new novel about how we love, how we take care of one another, and how the choices we make resonate through generations. In
this tale revolving around not just parents and children but brothers and sisters, cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the
many ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, honor, and sacrifice for one another; and how often we are surprised by the
actions of those closest to us, at the times that matter most. Following its characters and the ramifications of their lives and
choices and loves around the globe—from Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to the Greek island of Tinos—the story expands
gradually outward, becoming more emotionally complex and powerful with each turning page.

Art of Racing in the Rain (The)

Garth Stein

336

Yes

Yes

Novel

If you've ever wondered what your dog is thinking, Stein's third novel offers an answer. Enzo is a lab terrier mix plucked from a
farm outside Seattle to ride shotgun with race car driver Denny Swift as he pursues success on the track and off. Denny meets
and marries Eve, has a daughter, Zoég, and risks his savings and his life to make it on the professional racing circuit. Enzo,
frustrated by his inability to speak and his lack of opposable thumbs, watches Denny's old racing videos, coins koanlike
aphorisms that apply to both driving and life, and hopes for the day when his life as a dog will be over and he can be reborn a
man. When Denny hits an extended rough patch, Enzo remains his most steadfast if silent supporter.

Astrid & Veronika

Linda Olsson

288

No

Yes

Novel

With extraordinary emotional power, Linda Olsson’s stunningly well-crafted debut novel recounts the unusual and unexpected
friendship that develops between two women. Veronika, a young writer from New Zealand, rents a house in a small Swedish
village as she tries to come to terms with a recent tragedy while also finishing a novel. Her arrival is silently observed by Astrid,
an older, reclusive neighbor who slowly becomes a presence in Veronika’s life, offering comfort in the form of companionship
and lovingly prepared home-cooked meals. Set against a haunting Swedish landscape, Astrid & Veronika is a lyrical and
meditative novel of love and loss, and a story that will remain with readers long after the characters’ secrets are revealed.
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Astronaut Wives Club (The)

Lily Koppel

302

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

As America’s Mercury Seven astronauts were launched on death-defying missions, television cameras focused on the brave
smiles of their young wives. Overnight, these women were transformed from military spouses into American royalty. They had tea
with Jackie Kennedy, appeared on the cover of Life magazine, and quickly grew into fashion icons. Annie Glenn, with her picture-
perfect marriage, was the envy of the other wives; JFK made it clear that platinum-blonde Rene Carpenter was his favorite; and
licensed pilot Trudy Cooper arrived with a secret that needed to stay hidden from NASA. Together with the other wives they
formed the Astronaut Wives Club, providing one another with support and friendship, coffee and cocktails. As their celebrity rose
-and as divorce and tragic death began to touch their lives--they continued to rally together, and forming bonds that would
withstand the test of time, and they have stayed friends for over half a century. THE ASTRONAUT WIVES CLUB tells the real story
of the women who stood beside some of the biggest heroes in American history.

Beautiful Mystery (The)

Louise Penny

400

Yes

Yes

Mystery

The brilliant new novel in the New York Times bestselling series by Louise Penny, one of the most acclaimed crime writers of our
time. No outsiders are ever admitted to the monastery of Saint-Gilbert-Entre-les-Loups, hidden deep in the wilderness of Quebec,
where two dozen cloistered monks live in peace and prayer. They grow vegetables, they tend chickens, they make chocolate. And
they sing. Ironically, for a community that has taken a vow of silence, the monks have become world-famous for their glorious
voices, raised in ancient chants whose effect on both singer and listener is so profound it is known as "the beautiful mystery."
But when the renowned choir director is murdered, the lock on the monastery’s massive wooden door is drawn back to admit
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache and Jean-Guy Beauvoir of the Sireté du Québec. There they discover disquiet beneath the
silence, discord in the apparent harmony. One of the brothers, in this life of prayer and contemplation, has been contemplating
murder. As the peace of the monastery crumbles, Gamache is forced to confront some of his own demons, as well as those
roaming the remote corridors. Before finding the killer, before restoring peace, the Chief must first consider the divine, the
human, and the cracks in between.The Beautiful Mystery is the winner of the 2012 Agatha Award for best novel, the 2013 Anthony
Award for best novel and the 2013 Macavity Award for best novel.

Beautiful Ruins

Jess Walter

337

No

Yes

Fiction

The acclaimed, award-winning author of the national bestseller The Financial Lives of the Poets returns with his funniest, most
romantic, and most purely enjoyable novel yet. Hailed by critics and loved by readers of literary and historical fiction, Beautiful
Ruins is the story of an almost-love affair that begins on the Italian coast in 1962...and is rekindled in Hollywood fifty years later

Bettyville

2016’

George Hodgman

278

Yes

No

Memoir

FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD When George Hodgman leaves Manhattan for his hometown of
Paris, Missouri, he finds himself—an unlikely caretaker and near-lethal cook—in a head-on collision with his aging mother, Betty,
a woman of wit and will. Will George lure her into assisted living? When hell freezes over. He can’t bring himself to force her
from the home both treasure—the place where his father’s voice lingers, the scene of shared jokes, skirmishes, and, behind the
dusty antiques, a rarely acknowledged conflict: Betty, who speaks her mind but cannot quite reveal her heart, has never really
accepted the fact that her son is gay. As these two unforgettable characters try to bring their different worlds together, Hodgman
reveals the challenges of Betty's fife and his own struggle for self-respect, moving readers from their small town—crumbling but
still colorful—to the star-studded corridors of Vanity Fair. Evocative of The End of Your Life Book Club and The Tender Bar,

Hodgman’s New York Times bestselling debut is both an indelible portrait of a family and an exquisitely fold tale of a prodigal
son’s return
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Bird in Hand

Christina Baker Kline

274

No

No

Novel

Alison and Charlie, Claire and Ben seem like two picture-perfect couples. Alison and Charlie have a beautiful family and a home
in the suburbs, while Claire and Ben's marriage revolves around their careers and city-based lives. Despite their differences, the
two couples have remained close friends for ten years.

But one terrifying moment in the dead of a New Jersey night will quickly and unexpectedly expose the fractures and stresses that
lie beneath the surface. Alison and Claire, best friends since childhood, are now worlds apart. And as each of them tries fo find a
way forward, all four will be forced to examine the choices they have made and the lives they have built, and ultimately to ask
themselves: What is happiness? Does true human nature lie in our wanting or in how deeply we allow our desires to consume.
us?

Boardwalk Empire

Nelson Johnson

312

No

Yes

NF

Providing the inspiration and source material for the HBO series produced by Academy Award—winning director Martin Scorsese
and Emmy Award-winning screenwriter Terence Winter, this riveting and wide-reaching history explores the sordid past of
Atlantic City—forever a freewheeling town long-dedicated to the fast buck—from the city's heyday as a Prohibition-era mecca of
lawlessness to its rebirth as a legitimate casino resort in the modern era. A colorful cast of powerful characters, led by
“Commodore” Kuehnle and “Nucky” Johnson, populates this stranger-than-fiction account of corrupt politics and the toxic
power structure that grew out of guile, finesse, and extortion. Atlantic City's shadowy past—through its rise, fall, and rebirth—is
given new light in this revealing, and often appalling, study of legislative abuse and organized crime.

Book Thief (The)

Markus Zusak

550

Yes

Yes

Novel

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesef
Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she
encounters something she can’t resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares
her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.

Boys in the Boat (The)

Daniel James Brown

416

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

Daniel James Brown’s robust book tells the story of the University of Washington’s 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest for
an Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of millions of Americans. The sons of
loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first from eastern and British universities and finally the
German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in Berlin, 1936. The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower,
Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not for glory, but to regain his shattered self-regard and to find a
place he can call home. The crew is assembled by an enigmatic coach and mentored by a visionary, eccentric British boat
builder, but it is their trust in each other that makes them a victorious team. They remind the country of what can be done when
everyone quite literally pulls together—a perfect melding of commitment, determination, and optimism. Drawing on the boys’
own diaries and journals, their photos and memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, The Boys in the Boat is an irresistible
story about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate story of nine working-
class boys from the American west who, in the depths of the Great Depression, showed the world what true grit really meant. It
will appeal to readers of Erik Larson, Timothy Egan, James Bradley, and David Halberstam's The Amateurs.
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Breath: A Memoir

Marth Mason

368

No

No

Biography

After contracting polio as a young girl Martha Mason of tiny Lattimore, North Carolina, lived a record sixty-one of her seventy-one
years in an iron lung until her death in 2009, but she never let the 800-pound cylinder define her. The subject of a documentary
film, an NPR feature, an ABC News piece, and a widely syndicated New York Times obituary, Martha enjoyed life, and people.
From within her iron lung, she graduated first in her class in high school and at Wake Forest University, and was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa. She was determined to be a writer and, with her devoted mother taking dictation, she became a journalist—but had
to give up her career when her father became ill. Still, Martha created for herself a vast and radiant world—holding dinner parties
with the table pushed right up to her iron lung, voraciously reading, running her own household, and caring for her mother when
she became ill with Alzheimer's and increasingly abusive to Martha. When voice-activated computers became available, Martha
wrote Breath, in part as a tribute to her mother. "This book is her story,” writes Anne Rivers Siddons in her preface, "told in the

rich words of a born writer. That she told it is a gift to everyone who will read it. That she told it is also as near to a miracle as
most are likely to encounter.”

Bridge of Sighs

Richard Russo

642

Yes

Yes

Novel

Louis Charles Lynch (also known as Lucy) is sixty years old and has lived in Thomaston, New York, his entire life. He and Sarah,
his wife of forty years, are about to embark on a vacation to Italy. Lucy's oldest friend, once a rival for his wife's affection, leads a
life in Venice far removed from Thomaston. Perhaps for this reason Lucy is writing the story of his town, his family, and his own
life that makes up this rich and mesmerizing novel, interspersed with that of the native son who left so long ago and has never
looked back. Bridge of Sighs, from the beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Empire Falls, is a moving novel about small-fown
America that expands Russo's widely heralded achievement in ways both familiar and astonishing.

Brooklyn

2016

Colm Toibin

262

No

Yes

Novel

Eilis Lacey has come of age in small-town ireland in the hard years following World War Two. When an Irish priest from.
Brooklyn offers to sponsor Eilis in America, she decides she must go, leaving her fragile mother and her charismatic sister
behind. Eilis finds work in a department store on Fulton Street, and when she least expects it, finds love. Tony, who loves the
Dodgers and his big ltalian family, slowly wins her over with patient charm. But just as Eilis begins to fall in love, devastating
news from Ireland threatens the promise of her future.

Buddy: How a Rooster Made Me a Family Man

Brian McGrory

352

Yes

Yes

Memoir

Brian McGrory thought he had it all figured out: a great job, a condo in Back Bay, and his beloved golden retriever Harry by his
side. But after Harry’s death, McGrory's life as a bachelor takes quite the turn. He falls in love with Harry’s veterinarian Pam, and
leaves the city for life in the suburbs with Pam’s family and their two dogs, two cats, two rabbits, and Buddy—the self-assured
family rooster who hates Brian’s guts.

These things never go as easily as they should. The commute is long, the kids were wary, and Buddy was constantly poised to
attack. But rather than accept defeat, Brian eventually sees that Buddy shares the kind of extraordinary relationship with Pam and
the girls that he wants for himself. Funnily enough, it’s the rooster’s tenacious devotion to the family that encourages a change
in Brian’s perspective, and before long, the archenemy becomes his inspiration, helping Brian evolve into a true family man

With luminous writing and expert comic timing, McGrory brings fo life a classic story of love, acceptance, and change as one
man's nemesis becomes his madcap mentor.
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Caleb's Crossing

Geraldine Brooks

318

Yes

No

Historical

Bethia Mayfield is a restless and curious young woman growing up in Martha's vineyard in the 1660s amid a small band of
pioneering English Puritans. At age twelve, she meets Caleb, the young son of a chieftain, and the two forge a secret bond that
draws each into the alien world of the other. Bethia's father is a Calvinist minister who seeks to convert the native Wampanoag,
and Caleb becomes a prize in the contest between old ways and new, eventually becoming the first Native American graduate of
Harvard College. Inspired by a frue story and narrated by the irresistible Bethia, Caleb’s Crossing brilliantly captures the triumphs

and turmoil of two brave, openhearted spirits who risk everything in a search for knowledge at a time of superstition and
ignorance.

Calico Joe

John Grisham

194

Yes

Yes

Novel

A surprising and moving novel of fathers and sons, forgiveness and redemption, set in the world of Major League Baseball...
Whatever happened to Calico Joe? It began quietly enough with a pulled hamstring. The first baseman for the Cubs AAA affiliate
in Wichita went down as he rounded third and headed for home. The next day, Jim Hickman, the first baseman for the Cubs,
injured his back. The team suddenly needed someone to play first, so they reached down to their AA club in Midland, Texas, and
calied up a twenty-one-year-old named Joe Castle. He was the hottest player in AA and creating a buzz. In the summer of 1973
Joe Castle was the boy wonder of baseball, the greatest rookie anyone had ever seen. The kid from Calico Rock, Arkansas
dazzled Cub fans as he hit home run after home run, politely tipping his hat to the crowd as he shattered all rookie records.
Calico Joe quickly became the idol of every baseball fan in America, including Paul Tracey, the young son of a hard-partying and
hard-throwing Mets pitcher. On the day that Warren Tracey finally faced Calico Joe, Paul was in the stands, rooting for his idol
but also for his Dad. Then Warren threw a fastball that would change their lives forever...

In John Grisham’s new novel the baseball is thrilling, but it's what happens off the field that makes CALICO JOE a classic.

Calling Invisible Women

Jeanne Ray

272

Yes

Yes

Fiction

A mom in her early fifties, Clover knows she no longer turns heads the way she used to, and she's only really missed when
dinner isn't on the table on time. Then Clover wakes up one morning to discover she's invisible--truly invisible. She panics even
more when her family doesn't notice a thing. Her best friend immediately observes the change, which relieves Clover immensely--
she's not losing her mind after alll--but she is crushed by the realization that neither her husband nor her children ever truly look
at her. She was invisible even before she knew it.

Clover discovers that there are others like her, women of a certain age who seem to have disappeared. As she uses her
invisibility to get to know her family and her town better, Clover leads the way in helping invisible women become recognized
and appreciated no matter what their role:

Call The Midwife: A Memoir

Jennifer Worth

368

No

Yes

Memoir

Jennifer Worth came from a sheltered background when she became a midwife in the Docklands in the 1950s. The conditions in
which many women gave birth just half a century ago were horrifying, not only because of their grimly impoverished
surroundings, but also because of what they were expected to endure. But while Jennifer witnessed brutality and tragedy, she
also met with amazing kindness and understanding, tempered by a great deal of Cockney humour. She also earned the
confidences of some whose lives were truly stranger, more poignant and more terrifying than could ever be recounted in fiction.
Attached to an order of nuns who had been working in the slums since the 1870s, Jennifer tells the story not only of the women
she treated, but also of the community of nuns (including one who was accused of stealing jewels from Hatton Garden) and the
camaraderie of the midwives with whom she trained. Funny, disturbing and incredibly moving, Jennifer's stories bring to life the
colourful world of the East End in the 1950s. '
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Catching Fire - Hunger Games Book 2

Suzanne Collins

399

No

No

Novel

Suzanne Collins continues the amazing story of Katniss Everdeen in the phenomenal Hunger Games trilogy.

Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has won the annual Hunger Games with fellow district tribute Peeta Mellark. But it was a
victory won by defiance of the Capitol and their harsh rules. Katniss and Peeta should be happy. After all, they have just won for
themselves and their families a life of safety and plenty. But there are rumors of rebellion among the subjects, and Katniss and
Peeta, to their horror, are the faces of that rebellion. The Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants revenge.

Chaperone (The)

Laura Moriarty

408

Yes

Yes

Novel

A New York Times bestseller, The Chaperone is a captivating novel about the woman who chaperoned an irreverent Louise
Brooks to New York City in the 1920s and the summer that would change them both. Only a few years before becoming a famous
silent-film star and an icon of her generation, a fifteen-year-old Louise Brooks leaves Wichita, Kansas, to study with the
prestigious Denishawn School of Dancing in New York. Much to her annoyance, she is accompanied by a thirty-six-year-old
chaperone, who is neither mother nor friend. Cora Carlisle, a complicated but traditional woman with her own reasons for
making the trip, has no idea what she’s in for. Young Louise, already stunningly beautiful and sporting her famous black bob

with blunt bangs, is known for her arrogance and her lack of respect for convention. Ultimately, the five weeks they spend
together will transform their lives forever.

Circling the Sun 2016

Paula McLain

376

Yes

Yes

Novel

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR, BOOKPAGE, AND SHELF
AWARENESS - Paula McLain, author of the phenomenal bestseller The Paris Wife, now returns with her keenly anticipated new
novel, transporting readers to colonial Kenya in the 1920s. Circling the Sun brings to life a fearless and captivating
woman--Beryl Markham, a record-setting aviator caught up in a passionate Jove triangle with safari hunter Denys Finch Hatton
and Karen Blixen, who as Isak Dinesen wrote the classic memoir Out of Africa.Set against the majestic landscape of early-
twentieth-century Africa, McLain’s powerful tale reveals the extraordinary adventures of a woman before her time, the
exhilaration of freedom and its cost, and the tenacity of the human spirit

Cleopatra - A Life

Stacy Schiff

394

Yes

Yes

Biography

Her palace shimmered with onyx and gold but was richer still in political and sexual intrigue. Above all else, Cleopatra was a
shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal civil war
against the first and poisoned the second; incest and assassination were family specialties. She had children by Julius Caesar
and Mark Antony, two of the most prominent Romans of the day. With Antony she would attempt to forge a hew empire, in an
alliance that spelled both their ends. Famous long before she was notorious, Cleopatra has gone down in history for all the
wrong reasons. Her supple personality and the drama of her circumstances have been lost. In a masterly return to the classical
sources, Stacy Schiff boldly separates fact from fiction to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order
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Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter

Tom Franklin

320

Yes

Yes

Suspense

Rural Mississippi in the 1970s was rife with racial tension, but skin color didn’t matter to boyhood companions Silas Jones and
Larry Ott. Silas, the son of a poor, single black mother, and Larry, the child of white lower-middle-class parents, were both
outsiders, Silas because of his color, Larry because he was quiet and a little odd, his nose always buried in horror novels. The
young men’s bond strengthened over time, until the night a pretty local girl went on a date with Larry to the drive-in movies and
was never heard from again. No body was found and Larry never confessed, but that didn’t keep the townspeople from
suspecting him. Estranged from his friend, Silas heads off to college in Oxford, Mississippi, and more than 20 years later, returns
to take a job as fown constable. He sees no reason to contact Larry, who’s settled into a lonely existence as a mechanic, unable
to escape the relentless whispers and dirty looks. The disappearance of another girl brings the two former friends back together,
forcing them to come to terms with buried secrets and dark truths. Edgar Award winner Franklin (Hell at the Breech, 2003)
renders luminous prose and a cast of compelling characters in this moody, masterful entry.

Confession (The)

John Grisham

418

Yes

Yes

Suspense

For every innocent man sent to prison, there is a guilty one left on the outside. He doesn't understand how the police and
prosecutors got the wrong man, and he certainly doesn’t care. Time passes and he realizes that the mistake will not be corrected:
the authorities believe in their case and are determined to get a conviction. He may even watch the trial of the person wrongly
accused of his crime. He is relieved when the verdict is guilty. He laughs when the police and prosecutors congratulate
themselves. He is content to allow an innocent person to go to prison, to serve hard time, even to be executed. Travis Boyette is
such a man. In 1998, in the small East Texas city of Sloan, he abducted, raped, and strangled a popular high school cheerleader.
He buried her body so that it would never be found, then watched in amazement as police and prosecutors arrested and
convicted Donté Drumm, a local football star, and marched him off to death row. Now nine years have passed. Travis has just
been paroled in Kansas for a different crime; Donté is four days away from his execution. Travis suffers from an inoperable brain
tumor. For the first time in his miserabie life, he decides to do what's right and confess. But how can a guilty man convince
lawyers, judges, and politicians that they’re about to execute an innocent man?
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Cutting For Stone

Abraham Verghese

658

Yes

Yes

Novel

Abraham Verghese turns his formidable talents to fiction, mining his own life and experiences in a magnificent, sweeping novel
that moves from India to Ethiopia to an inner-city hospital in New York City over decades and generations. Sister Mary Joseph
Praise, a devout young nun, leaves the south indian state of Kerala in 1947 for a missionary post in Yemen. During the arduous
sea voyage, she saves the life of an English doctor bound for Ethiopia, Thomas Stone, who becomes a key player in her destiny
when they meet up again at Missing Hospital in Addis Ababa. Seven years later, Sister Praise dies birthing twin boys: Shiva and
Marion, the latter narrating his own and his brothers long, dramatic, biblical story set against the backdrop of political turmoil in
Ethiopia, the life of the hospital compound in which they grow up and the love story of their adopted parents, both doctors at
Missing. The boys become doctors as well and Vergheses weaving of the practice of medicine into the narrative is fascinating
even as the story bobs and weaves with the power and coincidences of the best 18th-century novel.

Dead Wake 2016

Erik Larson

443

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

From the bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction comes the enthralling story of the sinking of the Lusitania

On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering its tenth month, a luxury ocean liner as richly appointed as an English country house sailed
out of New York, bound for Liverpool, carrying a record number of children and infants. The passengers were surprisingly at
ease, even though Germany had declared the seas around Britain fo be a war zone. For months, German U-boats had brought
terror to the North Atlantic. But the Lusitania was one of the era’s great transatlantic “Greyhounds”—the fastest liner then in
service—and her captain, William Thomas Turner, placed tremendous faith in the gentlemanly strictures of warfare that for a
century had kept civilian ships safe from attack. Germany, however, was determined to change the rules of the game, and
Walther Schwieger, the captain of Unterseeboot-20, was happy to oblige. Meanwhile, an ultra-secret British intelligence unit
tracked Schwieger's U-boat, but told no one. As U-20 and the Lusitania made their way toward Liverpool, an array of forces both

grand and achingly small—hubris, a chance fog, a closely guarded secret, and more—all converged to produce one of the great
disasters of history.

Dearie: Remarkable Life of Julia Child

Bob Spitz

560

Yes

Yes

Biography

It's rare for someone to emerge in America who can change our attitudes, our beliefs, and our very culture. It’s even rarer when
that someone is a middle-aged, six-foot three-inch woman whose first exposure fo an unsuspecting public is cooking an omelet
on a hot plate on a local TV station. And yet, that's exactly what Julia Child did. The warble-voiced doyenne of television cookery
became an iconic cult figure and joyous rule-breaker as she touched off the food revolution that has gripped America for more
than fifty years. Now, in Bob Spitz’s definitive, wonderfully affectionate biography, the Julia we know and love comes vividly —
and surprisingly — to life. In Dearie, Spitz employs the same skill he brought to his best-selling, critically acclaimed book The

Beatles, providing a clear-eyed portrait of one of the most fascinating and influential Americans of our time — a woman known to
all, yet known by only a few.
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Dear Life : Stories

Alice Munro

319

Yes

Yes

Short Stories|

WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013

A New York Times Notable Book

A Washington Post Notable Work of Fiction

A Best Book of the Year: The Atlantic, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV Club In story after story in this brilliant new
collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken, or a simple
twist of fate. Her characters are flawed and fully human: a soldier returning from war and avoiding his fiancée, a wealthy woman
deciding whether to confront a blackmailer, an adulterous mother and her neglected children, a guilt-ridden father, a young
teacher jilted by her employer. lllumined by Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise
us with unexpected turns. And while most are set in her signature territory around Lake Huron, some strike even closer to home:
an astonishing suite of four autobiographical tales offers an unprecedented glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by her

clarity of vision and her unparalleled gift for storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange, perilous, and extraordinary ordinary life
can be

Defending Jacob

William Landay

467

Yes

Yes

Suspense

Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county for more than twenty years. He is
respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a
shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next: His fourteen-year-old son is charged
with the murder of a fellow student. Every parental instinct Andy has rallies to protect his boy. Jacob insists that he is innocent,
and Andy believes him. Andy must. He’s his father. But as damning facts and shocking revelations surface, as a marriage
threatens to crumble and the trial intensifies, as the crisis reveals how littie a father knows about his son, Andy will face a trial of
his own—between loyalty and justice, between truth and allegation, between a past he's tried to bury and a future he cannot
conceive. Award-winning author William Landay has written the consummate novel of an embattled family in crisis—a

suspenseful, character-driven mystery that is also a spellbinding tale of guilt, betrayal, and the terrifying speed at which our lives
can spin out of control.

Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and
Madness at the Fair that changed America

Erik Larson

464

Yes

Yes

Author Erik Larson imbues the incredible events surrounding the 1893 Chicago World's Fair with such drama that readers may.
find themselves checking the book's categorization to be sure that The Devil in the White City is not, in fact, a highly imaginative
novel. Larson tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the fair's construction, and H.H.
Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor. Burnham's challenge was immense. In a short period of time, he was
forced to overcome the death of his partner and numerous other obstacles to construct the famous "White City" around which
the fair was built. His efforts to complete the project, and the fair's incredible success, are skillfully related along with
entertaining appearances by such notables as Buffalo Bill Cody, Susan B. Anthony, and Thomas Edison. The activities of the
sinister Dr. Holmes, who is believed to be responsible for scores of murders around the time of the fair, are equally remarkable.
He devised and erected the World's Fair Hotel, complete with crematorium and gas chamber, near the fairgrounds and used the
event as well as his own charismatic personality to lure victims. Combining the stories of an architect and a killer in one book,
mostly in alternating chapters, seems like an odd choice but it works. The magical appeal and horrifying dark side of 19th-

NF

century Chicago are both revealed through Larson's skillful writing.
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Dovekeepers (The)

Alice Hoffman

528

Yes

Yes

Fiction

Nearly 2,000 years ago, nine hundred Jews held out for months against armies of Romans on Masada, a mountain in the Judean
desert. According to the ancient historian Josephus, two women and five children survived. Based on this tragic and iconic
event, Hoffman’s novel is a spelibinding tale of four extraordinarily bold, resourceful, and sensuous women, each of whom has
come to Masada by a different path. The lives of these four complex and fiercely independent women intersect in the desperate
days of the siege. All are dovekeepers, and all are also keeping secrets—about who they are, where they come from, who
fathered them, and whom they love. The Dovekeepers is Alice Hoffman’s masterpiece.

Dreams From My Father

Barack Obama

480

No

No

Biography

In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American mother searches for
a workable meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New York, where Barack Obama learns that his father—a figure
he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. This sudden death inspires an emotional
odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces the migration of his mother's family to Hawaii, and then to
Kenya, where he meets the African side of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father's life, and at last reconciles his
divided inheritance.

Elegance of the Hedgehog

Muriel Barbery

336

No

Yes

Novel

In a bourgeois apartment building in Paris, we encounter Renée, an intelligent, philosophical, and cultured concierge who masks
herself as the stereotypical uneducated “super” to avoid suspicion from the building’s pretentious inhabitants. Also living in the
building is Paloma, the adolescent daughter of a parliamentarian, who has decided to commit suicide on her thirteenth birthday
because she cannot bear to live among the rich. Although they are passing strangers, it is through Renée’s observations and
Paloma’s journal entries that The Elegance of the Hedgehog reveals the absurd lives of the wealthy. That is until a Japanese
businessman moves into the building and brings the two characters together.

Elizabeth Street

Laurie Fabiano

400

No

Yes

Novel

First novelist Fabiano is dead-on in her portrait of the Italian-American immigrant experience. This engrossing cross-generational
saga centers on the experiences of Giovanna Costa, from the small ltalian fishing village where she is born to the bustling
streets of New York's Lower East Side where she struggles to raise her family and make a living as a midwife after the death of
her first husband. In America, the resourceful Giovanna and her second husband eventually open a fruit and vegetable stand,
attracting the unwanted attentions of the notorious “Black Hand” crime organization. When Giovanni refuses to meet their
demands, her daughter is kidnapped and held for ransom. Basing this story—including the kidnapping—on her own family's
immigrant experiences, Fabiano provides a wealth of period detail, infusing the compulsively readable narrative with an
authentic sense of time, place, and community
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End of Your Life Book Club (The)

Will Schwalbe

352

Yes

Yes

Memoir

An Entertainment Weekly and BookPage Best Book of the Year During her treatment for cancer, Mary Anne Schwalbe and her
son Will spent many hours sitting in waiting rooms together. To pass the time, they would talk about the books they were
reading. Once, by chance, they read the same book at the same time—and an informal book club of two was born. Through their
wide-ranging reading, Will and Mary Anne—and we, their feliow readers—are reminded how books can be comforting,
astonishing, and illuminating, changing the way that we feel about and interact with the world around us. A profoundly moving

memoir of caregiving, mourning, and love—The End of Your Life Book Ciub is also about the joy of reading, and the ways that joy
is multiplied when we share it with others.

Every Last One

Anna Quindien

' 299

Yes

Yes

Novel

Unforeseen catastrophe and how we cope with it is fiction’s raison d’etre, yet few novelists can turn the innocent “before” and
the shattered “after” into fiction as accessible, specific, authentic, graceful, touching, and radiant as Quindlen’s. In her sixth
magnetizing novel, we know early on that something horrible is going to happen in the Latham household, which we experience
through the keen senses and swirling thoughts of Mary Beth. Contentedly married to an ophthalmologist (an ironic profession,
given how many clues to the impending tragedy she and her husband fail to see), she runs a landscape design business and
attends ardently to her children: beautiful and creative teen Ruby, and slightly younger twin sons, who are so unalike they barely
seem related. Kiernan, Ruby’s boyfriend, is also an integral part of the hectic, happy household. Mary Beth’s narrative voice is
not only reliable but also irresistible, and after she survives the unthinkable, her struggle to reconstruct her life evolves into a
penetrating inquiry into the bewilderment of grief. But for all of Quindlen’s bold and invaluable insights into anguish and
recovery, what stands out most are her charming and insightful portrayals of mercurial, marvelous teenagers, her fluency in the
complexity of family dynamics, and her deep understanding of mother love

Faith Club: A Muslim, a Christian, a Jew-- Three
women search for understanding

Ranya ldliby

308

Yes

No

Non-fiction

In the wake of 9/11, Idliby, an American Muslim of Palestinian descent, sought out fellow mothers of the Jewish and Christian
faiths to write a children's book on the commonalities among their respective traditions. In their first meeting, however, the
women realized they would have to address their differences first. Oliver, an Episcopalian who was raised Catholic, irked Warner,
a Jewish woman and children’s author, with her description of the Crucifixion story, which sounded too much like "Jews killed
Jesus" for Warner's taste. Idliby’s efforts to join in on the usual "Judeo-Christian" debate tap into a sense of alienation she
already feels in the larger Muslim community, where she is unable to find a progressive mosque that reflects her non-veil-
wearing, spiritual Islam. The ladies come to call their group a "faith club" and, over time, midwife each other into stronger belief
in their own respective religions. More Fight Club than book club, the coauthors pull no punches; their outstanding honesty
makes for a page-turning read, rare for a religion nonfiction book. From Idliby's graphic defense of the Palestinian cause, Oliver's
vacillations between faith and doubt, and Warner's struggles to acknowledge God's existence, almost every taboo topic is
explored on this engaging spiritual ride.

Page 12 2016 Adult Book Discussion Collection



Please Discard Previous Book List

August 2016

Adult Book Discussion List

author

pages

large

audio

type

Falls (The)

Joyee Carol Oates

481

No

Yes

Novel

It is 1950 and, after a disastrous honeymoon night, Ariah Erskine’s husband throws himself into the waters of Niagara Falls.
Ariah, "the Widow Bride of the Falls,” begins a relentless 7 day vigil in the mist, waiting for his body to be found. At her side is
confirmed bachelor and pillar of the community, Dirk Burnaby, who is drawn to her. What follows is a passionate love affair,

marriage and family -- a seemingly perfect existence. But tragedy soon takes over their lives, poisoning their halcyon years with
distrust, greed and murder.

Fine Summer's Day (A)

Charles Todd

358

Yes

Yes

Mystery

On a fine summer’s day in June, 1914, lan Rutledge pays little notice to the assassination of an archduke in Sarajevo. An
Inspector at Scotland Yard, he is planning to propose to the woman whom he deeply loves, despite intimations from friends and
family that she may not be the wisest choice. To the north on this warm and gentle day, another man in love—a Scottish
Highlander—shows his own dear girl the house he will build for her in.September. While back in England, a son awaits the
undertaker in the wake of his widowed mother’s death. This death will set off a series of murders across England, seemingly

unconnected, that Rutledge will race to solve in the weeks before the fateful declaration in August that will forever transform his -
world.

Fire Fly Lane

Kristin Hannah

528

Yes

No

Novel

In the turbulent summer of 1974, Kate Mularkey has accepted her place at the bottom of the eighth-grade social food chain. Then,
to her amazement, the “coolest girl in the world” moves in across the street and wants to be her friend. Tully Hart seems to have
it all---beauty, brains, ambition. On the surface they are as opposite as two people can be: Kate, doomed to be forever uncool,
with a loving family who mortifies her at every turn. Tully, steeped in glamour and mystery, but with a secret that is destroying
her. They make a pact to be best friends forever; by summer's end they’ve become TullyandKate. Inseparable. So begins Kristin
Hannah’s magnificent new novel. Spanning more than three decades and playing out across the ever-changing face of the Pacific
Northwest, Firefly Lane is the poignant, powerful story of two women and the friendship that becomes the bulkhead of their lives

Fires in the Dark

Louise Doughty

480

No

No

Novel

In 1927, when prosperity still reigns in Central Europe, Yenko is born to two Coppersmith Gypsies. His parents, Josef and Anna,
are nomads who raise their son during the relative calm of the Great Depression of the 1930s. Soon, though, dangerous times
threaten to unsettle their family, as their heritage makes them vulnerable targets for ethnic cleansing. As Germany invades
Czechoslovakia and the conflicts of World War Il begin to unfold, Yenko and his parents become fugitives, forced on a journey
that promises only great uncertainty and offers survival as a remote possibility. In the course of their flight, the burden of an
ancient tradition rests entirely on Yenko's shoulders. In capturing the desperation and perseverance of one family during an
extraordinary time in history, Doughty pays homage to a little-known culture.
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Ford County

John Grisham

308

Yes

Yes

Stories

Forgotten Garden (The)

Kate Morton

560

Yes

Yes

Mystery

For one more day

Mitch Albom

197

Yes

Yes

Novel

Friday Night Knitting Club

(The)

Kate Jacobs

360

Yes

Yes

Fiction

Returning to the setting of his first novel, A Time to Kiil, longtime bestseller Grisham presents seven short stories about the
residents of Ford County, Miss. Each story explores different themes-mourning, revenge, justice, acceptance, evolution-but all
flirt with the legal profession, the staple of (former attorney) Grisham's oeuvre. Fans will be excited to settle back into Grisham's
world, and these easily digestible stories don't disappoint, despite their brevity. Full of strong characters, simple but resonant
plotlines, and charming Southern accents, this collection is solid throughout.

A tiny girl is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 1913. She arrives completely alone with nothing but a small suitcase
containing a few clothes and a single book--a beautiful volume of fairy tales. She is taken in by the dockmaster and his wife and
raised as their own. On her twenty-fi rst birthday, they tell her the truth, and with her sense of self shattered and very liftle to go
on, "Nell" sets out to trace her real identity. Her quest leads her to Blackhurst Manor on the Cornish coast and the secrets of the
doomed Mountrachet family. But it is not until her granddaughter, Cassandra, takes up the search after Nell's death that all the

pieces of the puzzle are assembled. A spellbinding tale of mystery and self-discovery, The Forgotten Garden will take hold of
your imagination and never let go.

If you had one chance to go back and fix what you did wrong in life, would you take it? And if you did, would you be big enough
to stand it?

Georgia Walker's entire life is wrapped up in running her knitting store, Walker and Daughter, and caring for her 12-year-old
daughter, Dakota. With the help of Anita, a lively widow in her seventies, Georgia starts the Friday Night Knitting Club, which
draws loyal customers and a few oddballs. Darwin Chiu, a feminist grad student, believes knitting is downright old-fashioned,
but she's drawn to the club as her young marriage threatens to unravel. Lucie, 42, a television producer, is about to become a
mother for the first time--without a man in her life. Brash book editor KC finds her career has stalled unexpectedly, while brilliant
Peri works at Walker and Daughter by day and designs handbags at night. Georgia gets her own taste of upheaval when Dakota's
father reappears, hoping for a second chance. The yarn picks up steam as it draws to a conclusion, and an unexpected tragedy
makes it impossible to put down. Jacobs' winning first novel is bound to have appeal among book clubs.  Booklist
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Girl Who Came Home (The) A Novel of the Titanic

Hazel Gaynor

359

No

Yes

Novel

Inspired by true events, the New York Times bestselling novel The Girl Who Came Home is the poignant story of a group of irish
emigrants aboard RMS Titanic—a seamless blend of fact and fiction that explores the tragedy's impact and its lasting
repercussions on survivors and their descendants. freland, 1912. Fourteen members of a small village set sail on RMS Titanic,
hoping to find a better life in America. For seventeen-year-old Maggie Murphy, the journey is bittersweet. Though her future lies
in an unknown new place, her heart remains in Ireland with Séamus, the sweetheart she left behind. When disaster strikes,
Maggie is one of the lucky few passengers in steerage who survives. Waking up alone in a New York hospital, she vows never to
speak of the terror and panic of that terrible night ever again.

Chicago, 1982. Adrift after the death of her father, Grace Butler struggles to decide what comes next. When her Great Nana
Maggie shares the painful secret she harbored for aimost a lifetime about the Titanic, the revelation gives Gracé new
direction—and leads her and Maggie to unexpected reunions with those they thought lost long ago.

Girl Who Kicked the Hornet's Nest (The)

Steig Larsson

576

Yes

Yes

Mystery

The stunning third and final novel in Stieg Larsson’s internationally best-selling trilogy. Lisbeth Salander—the heart of Larsson’s
two previous novels—lies in critical condition, a bullet wound to her head, in the intensive care unit of a Swedish city hospital.
She’s fighting for her life in more ways than one: if and when she recovers, she’ll be taken back to Stockholm to stand trial for
three murders. With the help of her friend, journalist Mikael Blomkvist, she will not only have to prove her innocence, but also
identify and denounce those in authority who have allowed the vulnerable, like herself, to suffer abuse and violence. And, on her
own, she will plot revenge—against the man who tried to kill her, and the corrupt government institutions that very nearly
destroyed her life. Once upon a time, she was a victim. Now Salander is fighting back.

Girl Who Played With Fire (The)

Steig Larsson

630

Yes

Yes

Mystery

Part blistering espionage thriller, part riveting police procedural, and part piercing exposé on social injustice, The Girl Who
Played with Fire is a masterful, endlessly satisfying novel. Mikael Blomkvist, crusading publisher of the magazine Millennium,
has decided to run a story that will expose an extensive sex trafficking operation. On the eve of its publication, the two reporters
responsible for the article are murdered, and the fingerprints found on the murder weapon belong to his friend, the troubled
genius hacker Lisbeth Salander. Blomkvist, convinced of Salander's innocence, plunges into an investigation. Meanwhile,
Salander herself is drawn into a murderous game of cat and mouse, which forces her to face her dark past.

Page 16 2016 Adult Book Discussion Coliection




Please Discard Previous Book List

August 2016

Adult Book Discussion List

author

pages

large

audio

type

SYHORSIS

Game Change

John Heilemann

480

Yes

Yes

NF

Girls of Atomic City (The)

Denise Kiernan

352

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

In 2008 , the presidential election became blockbuster entertainment. Everyone was watching as the race for the White House
unfolded like something from the realm of fiction. The meteoric rise and historic triumph of Barack Obama. The shocking fall of
the House of Clinton—and the improbable resurrection of Hillary as Obama’s partner and America’s face to the world. The
mercurial performance of John McCain and the mesmerizing emergence of Sarah Palin. But despite the wall-to-wall media
coverage of this spellbinding drama, remarkably little of the real story behind the headlines had been told—until now. In Game
Change, John Heilemann and Mark Halperin pull back the curtains on the Obama, Clinton, McCain, and Palin campaigns. Based

on hundreds of interviews with the people who lived thestory, Game Change is a reportorial tour de force that reads like a fast-
paced novel.

The New York Times bestseller —an incredible true story of the top-secret World War Il town of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the
young women brought there unknowingly to help build the atomic bomb. At the height of World War 1l, Oak Ridge, Tennessee,
was home to 75,000 residents, and consumed more electricity than New York City, yet it was shrouded in such secrecy that it did
not appear on any map. Thousands of civilians, many of them young women from small towns across the U.S., were recruited to
this secret city, enticed by the promise of solid wages and war-ending work. What were they actually doing there? Very few knew.
The purpose of this mysterious government project was kept a secret from the outside world and from the majority of the
residents themselves. Some wondered why, despite the constant work and round-the-clock activity in this makeshift town, did no
tangible product of any kind ever seem to leave its guarded gates? The women who kept this town running would find out at the
end of the war, when Oak Ridge’s secret was revealed and changed the world forever.

Girl On The Train

2016

Paula Hawkins

323

Yes

Yes

Suspense

A debut psychological thriller that will forever change the way you look at other people's lives.Rachel takes the same commuter
train every morning. Every day she raftles down the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal
that allows her to daily watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. She’s even started to feel like she knows them. “Jess
and Jason,” she calls them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Not unlike the life she recently lost. And then she sees
something shocking. It’'s only a minute until the train moves on, but it's enough. Now everything’s changed. Unable to keep it to
herself, Rachel offers what she knows to the police, and becomes inextricably entwined in what happens next, as well as in the
lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than good?

Girl Waits With Gun

2016

Amy Stewart

410

Yes

No

Fiction

From the New York Times best-selling author of The Drunken Botanist comes an enthralling novel based on the forgotten true
story of one of the nation’s first female deputy sheriffs. Constance Kopp doesn’t quite fit the mold. She towers over most men,
has no interest in marriage or domestic affairs, and has been isolated from the world since a family secret sent her and her
sisters into hiding fifteen years ago. One day a belligerent and powerful silk factory owner runs down their buggy, and a dispute
over damages turns into a war of bricks, bullets, and threats as he unleashes his gang on their family farm. When the sheriff
enlists her help in convicting the men, Constance is forced fo confront her past and defend her family — and she does it in a way
that few women of 1914 would have dared. NY Times Editor's Choice A Washington Post Best Book of The Year
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Girl With The Dragon Tattoo

(The)

Steig Larsson

465

Yes

Yes

Mystery

Cases rarely come much colder than the decades-old disappearance of teen heiress Harriet Vanger from her family's remote
island retreat north of Stockholm, nor do fiction debuts hotter than this European bestseller by muckraking Swedish journalist
Larsson. At once a strikingly original thriller and a vivisection of Sweden's dirty not-so-little secrets (as suggested by its original
title, Men Who Hate Women), this first of a trilogy introduces a provocatively odd couple: disgraced financial journalist Mikael
Blomkvist, freshly sentenced to jail for libeling a shady businessman, and the multipierced and tattooed Lisbeth Salander, a feral
but vuinerable superhacker. Hired by octogenarian industrialist Henrik Vanger, who wants to find out what happened to his
beloved great-niece before he dies, the duo gradually uncover a festering morass of familial corruption—at the same time,
Larsson skillfully bares some of the similar horrors that have left Salander such a marked woman.

Glass Castle: A Memoir (The)

Jeannette Walls

288

Yes

Yes

Biography

Freelance writer Walls doesn't pull her punches. She opens her memoir: looking out the window of ther taxi, wondering if she's
“overdressed for the evening" and spotting her mother on the sidewalk, "rooting through a Dumpster.” Walls's parents—just two
of the unforgettable characters in this excellent, unusual book—were a matched pair of eccentrics, and raising four children
didn't conventionalize either of them. Her father was a self-taught man, a would-be inventor who could stay longer at a poker
table than at most jobs and had "a little bit of a drinking situation," as her mother put it. With a fantastic storytelling knack, Walls
has a story fo tell, and tell's it brilliantly without an ounce of self-pity.

Golem and the Jinni  (The)

Helene Wecker

484

Yes

Yes

Fantasy-

In The Golem and the Jinni, a chance meeting between mythical beings takes readers on a dazzling journey through cultures in turn-
of-the-century New York. Chava is a golem, a creature made of clay, brought to life to by a disgraced rabbi who dabbles in dark
Kabbalistic magic and dies at sea on the voyage from Poland. Chava is unmoored and adriff as the ship arrives in New York

harbor in 1899. Ahmad is a jinni, a being of fire born in the ancient Syrian desert, trapped in an old copper flask, and released in
New York City, though still not entirely free

Ahmad and Chava become unlikely friends and soul mates with a mystical connection. Marvelous and compulsively readable,
Helene Wecker's debut novel The Golem and the Jinni weaves strands of Yiddish and Middle Eastern literature, historical fiction
and magical fable, into a wondrously inventive and unforgettable tale, ’

Gone Girl

Gillian Flynn

432

Yes

Yes

Suspense

The #1 New York Times Bestseller On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne’s fifth
wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made when Nick’s clever and beautiful wife
disappears. Husband-of-the-Year Nick isn’t doing himself any favors with cringe-worthy daydreams about the siope and shape of
his wife’s head, but passages from Amy's diary reveal the alpha-girl perfectionist could have put anyone dangerously on edge.
Under mounting pressure from the police and the media—as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents—the town golden boy parades

an endless series of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and he’s definitely bitter—but is he really a
killer?

Page 17 2016 Aduit Book Discussion Collection



Please Discard Previous Book List

August 2016

Aduit Book Discussion List

author

pages

Targe

audio

type

SYNOPSIS

Grayson

Lynne Cox

153

Yes

No

Biography

This captivating bestseller tells the frue story of a miraculous encounter between a teenaged girl and a baby whale off the coast
of California. It was the dark of early morning; Lynne was swimming her last half mile back to the pier after a long workout when
she became aware that something was swimming with her. The ocean was charged with energy as if a squall was moving in;
whatever it was felt large enough to be a white shark coursing beneath her body. In fact, it was a baby gray whale following
alongside her. Lynne quickly realized that if she swam back to the pier, the young calf would follow her onto shore and die from
collapsed lungs. On the other hand, if Lynne didn’t find the mother whale, the baby would suffer from dehydration and starve to
death. Something so enormous—the mother whale would be at least fifty feet long—suddenly seemed very small in the vast|
Pacific Ocean. How could Lynne possibly find her? This is the story—part mystery, part magical tale—of what happened.

Greatest Generation

Tom Brokaw

412

Yes

No

Non-fiction

After almost 15 years and hundreds of letters, Brokaw wrote The Greatest Generation, a representative cross-section of the
stories he came across. However, this collection is more than a mere chronicle of a tumultuous time, its history is made
personal by a cast of everyday people transformed by extraordinary circumstances: the first woman to break the homemaker
mold, minorities suffering countless indignities to boldly fight for their country, small-town kids who became corporate
magnates. From the reminisces of George Bush to Julia Child to the astonishing heroism and moving love stories of everyday
people, The Greatest Generation salutes those whose sacrifices changed the course of American history.

Guernsey Literary and Potato Pie Society

Mary Ann Shaffer

304

Yes

Yes

Novel

“Traditional without seeming stale, and romantic without being naive” (San Francisco Chronicle), this epistolary novel, based on
Mary Ann Shaffer's painstaking, lifelong research, is a homage to booklovers and a nostalgic portrayal of an era. As her quirky,
loveable characters cite the works of Shakespeare, Austen, and the Brontés, Shaffer subtly weaves those writers’ themes into her
own narrative. However, it is the tragic stories of life under Nazi occupation that animate the novel and give it its urgency;
furthermore, the novel explores the darker side of human nature without becoming maudlin. The Rocky Mountain News criticized
the novel’s lighthearted tone and characterizations, but most critics agreed that, with its humor and optimism, Guernsey “affirms
the power of books to nourish people during hard times”
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Half Broke Horses

Jeannette Walls

288

Yes

Yes

Novel

"Those old cows knew trouble was coming before we did." So begins the story of Lily Casey Smith, Jeannette Walis’s no-
nonsense, resourceful, and spectacularly compelling grandmother. By age six, Lily was helping her father break horses. At
fifteen, she left home to feach in a frontier town—riding five hundred miles on her pony, alone, to get fo her job. She learned to
drive a car and fly a plane. And, with her husband, Jim, she ran a vast ranch in Arizona. She raised two children, one of whom is
Jeannette’s memorable mother, Rosemary Smith Walls, unforgettably portrayed in The Glass Castle. Lily survived tornadoes,
droughts, floods, the Great Depression, and the most heartbreaking personal tragedy. She bristled at prejudice of all
kinds—against women, Native Americans, and anyone else who didn’t fit the mold. Rosemary Smith Walls always fold Jeannette
that she was like her grandmother, and in this true-life novel, Jeannette Walls channels that kindred spirit. Half Broke Horses is
Laura Ingalls Wilder for adults, as riveting and dramatic as Isak Dinesen’s Out of Africa or Beryl Markham’s West with the Night.
Destined to become a classic, it will transfix readers everywhere.

Hannah's Dream

Diane Hammond

336

Yes

No

Novel

An elephant never forgets . . . but can she dream?

For forty-one years, Samson Brown has been caring for Hannah, the lone elephant at the down-at-the-heels Max L. Biedelman
Zoo. Having vowed not to retire until an equally loving and devoted caretaker is found to replace him, Sam rejoices when smart,
compassionate Neva Wilson is hired as the new elephant keeper. But Neva quickly discovers what Sam already knows: that
despite their loving care, Hannah is isolated from other elephants and her feet are nearly ruined from standing on hard concrete
all day. Using her contacts in the zookeeping world, Neva and Sam hatch a plan to send Hannah to an elephant sanctuary—just
as the zoo's angry, unhappy director launches an aggressive revitalization campaign that spotlights Hannah as the star
attraction, inextricably tying Hannah's future fo the fate of the Max L. Biedelman Zoo.

A charming, poignant, and captivating novel certain to enthrall readers of Water for Elephants, Diane Hammond's Hannah's
Dream is a beautifully told tale rich in heart, humor, and intelligence.

Heart in the Right Place

Carolyn Jourdan

297

No

No

Biography

Carolyn Jourdan, an attorney on Capitol Hill, thought she had it made, But when her mother has a heart attack, she returns
home—to the Tennessee mountains, where her father is a country doctor and her mother works as his receptionist. Jourdan
offers to fill in for her mother untif she gets better. But days turn into weeks as she trades her suits for scrubs and finds herself
following hazmat regulations for cleaning up bodily fiuids; maintaining composure when confronted with a splinter the size of a
steak knife; and tending to the loquacious Miss Hiawatha, whose daily doctor visits are never billed. Most important, though, she
comes to understand what her caring and patient father means to her close-knit community. With great humor and great
tenderness, Heart in the Right Place shows that some of our biggest heroes are the ones living right beside us.
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Heart and Soul

Maeve Binchy

418

Yes

Yes

Novel

With the insight, humor, and compassion we have come to expect from her, Maeve Binchy tells a story of family, friends,
patients, and staff who are part of a heart clinic in a community caught between the old and the new Ireland.Dr. Clara Casey has
been offered the thankless job of establishing the underfunded clinic and agrees to take it on for a year. She has plenty on her
plate already—two difficult adult daughters and the unwanted attentions of her ex-husband—but she assembles a wonderfully
diverse staff devoted to helping their demanding, often difficult patients. Before long the'clinic is established as an essential
part of the community, and Clara must decide whether or not to leave a place where lives are saved, courage is rewarded, and
humor and optimism triumph over greed and self-pity.

Help (The)

Kathryn Stockett

464

Yes

Yes

Novel

What perfect timing for this optimistic, uplifting debut novel set during the nascent civil rights movement in Jackson, Miss.,
where black women were trusted to raise white children but not to polish the household silver. Eugenia Skeeter Phelan is just

|home from college in 1962, and, anxious to become a writer, is advised to hone her chops by writing about what disturbs you.

The budding social activist begins to collect the stories of the black women on whom the country club sets relies and mistrusts
enlisting the help of Aibileen, a maid who's raised 17 children, and Aibileen's best friend Minny, who's found herself unemployed
more than a few times after mouthing off to her white employers. The book Skeeter puts together based on their stories is

scathing and shocking, bringing pride and hope to the black community, while giving Skeeter the courage to break down her
personal boundaries and pursue her dreams.

Her Fearful Symmetry

Audrey Niffenegger

406

Yes

No

Novel

lia and Valentina Poole are twenty-year-old sisters with an intense attachment to each other. One morning the mailman delivers a
thick envelope to their house in the suburbs of Chicago. Their English aunt Elspeth Noblin has died of cancer and left them her
London apartment. There are two conditions for this inheritance: that they live in the flat for a year before they sell it and that
their parents not enter it. Julia and Valentina are twins. So were the girls’ aunt Elspeth and their mother, Edie. The girls move to
Elspeth’s flat, which borders the vast Highgate Cemetery, whére Christina Rossetti, George Eliot, Stella Gibbons, and other
luminaries are buried. Julia and Valentina become involved with their living neighbors: Martin, a composer of crossword puzzles

who suffers from crippling OCD, and Robert, Elspeth’s elusive lover, a scholar of the cemetery. They also discover that much is
still alive in Highgate, including—perhaps—their aunt.
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Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet

Jamie Ford

301

Yes

Yes

Novel

Henry Lee is a 12-year-old Chinese boy who falls in love with Keiko Okabe, a 12-year-old Japanese girl, while they are scholarship
students at a prestigious private school in World War il Seattle. Henry hides the relationship from his parents, who would disown
him if they knew he had a Japanese friend. His father insists that Henry wear an "l am Chinese" button everywhere he goes
because Japanese residents of Seattle have begun to be shipped off by the thousands to relocation centers. This is an old-
fashioned historical novel that alternates between the early 1940s and 1984, after Henry's wife Ethel has died of cancer. A
particularly appealing aspect of the story is young Henry's fascination with jazz and his friendship with Sheldon, an older black
saxophonist just making a name for himself in the many jazz venues near Henry's home. Other aspects of the story are more
typical of the genre: the bullies that plague Henry, his lack of connection with his father, and later with his own son. Readers wili

care about Henry as he is forced to make decisions and accept circumstances that separate him from both his family and the
love of his life.

How to Eat a Cupcake

Meg Donohue

320

No

No

Novel

Free-spirited Annie Quintana and sophisticated Julia St. Clair come from two different worlds. Yet, as the daughter of the St.
Clairs' housekeeper, Annie grew up in Julia's San Francisco mansion and they forged a bond that only two littie girls oblivious to
class differences could—until a life-altering betrayal destroyed their friendship. A decade later, Annie bakes to fill the void left in
her heart by her mother's death, and a painful secret jeopardizes Julia's engagement to the man she loves. A chance reunion

prompts the unlikely duo to open a cupcakery, but when a mysterious saboteur opens up old wounds, they must finally face the
truth about their past or risk losing everything.

Hunger Games (The) Trilogy - Book 1

Suzanne Collins

374

No

No

Novel

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying
districts. Long ago the districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, each district agreed
to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event called, "The Hunger Games," a fight to the death on live TV.
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she

is forced to represent her district in the Games. The terrain, rules, and level of audience participation may change but one thing
is constant: kill or be killed.

Husband's Secret (The)

Liane Moriarty

445

Yes

Yes

Novel

At the heart of The Husband's Secret is a letter that is not meant to be read.....My darling Cecilia, If you're reading this, then I've
died...Imagine your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his deepest,
darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not only the life you have built together, but the lives of others as well.
And then imagine that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive...

Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a pillar of her small community, a devoted
wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everything—and not just for

her. There are other women who barely know Cecilia—or each other—but they, too, are about to fee! the earth-shattering
repercussions of her husband’s secret.
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| Feel Bad About My Neck

Nora Ephron

137

Yes

Yes

Biography

I'f{l Walk Alone

Mary Higgins Clark

337

Yes

Yes

Suspense

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (The)

Rebecca Skioot

400

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction galvanizing inquiry into the sanctity of the body and the very nature of the life force.

Nora Ephron chronicles her life, but mostly she speaks frankly and uproariously about life as a woman of a certain age. A candid,

hilarious look at women who are getting older and dealing with the tribulations of maintenance, menopause, empty nests and life
itself.

In I'll Walk Alone, Alexandra “Zan” Moreland, a gifted, beautiful interior designer on the threshold of a successful Manhattan
career, is terrified to discover that somebody is not only using her credit cards and manipulating her financial accounts to
bankrupt her and destroy her reputation, but may also be impersonating her in a scheme that may involve the much more brutal
crimes of kidnapping and murder. Zan is already haunted by the disappearance of her own son, Matthew, kidnapped in broad
daylight two years ago in Central Park—a tragedy that has left her torn between hope and despair. Now, on what would be
Matthew’s fifth birthday, photos surface that seem to show Zan kidnapping her own child, followed by a chain of events that
suggests somebody—but who? Zan asks herself desperately, and why?—has stolen her identity. Hounded by the press, under
investigation by the police, attacked by both her angry ex-husband and a vindictive business rival, Zan, wracked by fear and pain

and sustained only by her belief, which nobody else shares, that Matthew is still alive, sets out to discover who is behind this
cruel hoax.

The “first immortal human cells,” code-named Hel.a, have flourished by the trillions in labs all around the world for more than
five decades, making possible the polio vaccine, chemotherapy, and many more crucial discoveries. But where did the Hela cells
come from? Science journalist Skloot spent 10 years arduously researching the complex, tragic, and profoundly revealing story
of Henrietta Lacks, a 31-year-old African American mother of five who came to Johns Hopkins with cervical cancer in 1951, and
from whom tumor samples were taken without her knowledge or that of her family. Henrietta died a cruel death and was all but
forgotten, while her miraculous cells live on, “growing with mythological intensity.” Skloot travels to tiny Clover, Virginia; learns
that Henrietta’s family tree embraces black and white branches; becomes close to Henrietta’s daughter, Deborah; and discovers
that although the HelLa cells have improved countless lives, they have also engendered a legacy of pain, a litany of injustices,
and a constellation of mysteries. Writing with a novelist’s artistry, a biologist's expertise, and the zeal of an investigative
reporter, Skioot tells a truly astonishing story of racism and poverty, science and conscience, spirituality and family driven by a
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|infidel

Ayaan Hirsi Ali

353

No

No

Biography

Although Ayaan Hirsi Ali remains Public Enemy #1 for radical Muslims, she refuses to be silenced. In this captivating memoir—an
act of courage itseif—she shares the evolution of her values, beliefs, and identity, all propelled by an urgent mission to educate
Western countries about the bigotries of other nations. Set against a terrifying geopolitical landscape of African wars and Muslim
fundamentalism, Hirsi Ali addresses timely topics: the plight of refugees and women; the Muslim clan system; forced marriage;
political asylum; and, perhaps most significantly, her own personal religious crisis. Written in descriptive, clear prose, Infidel,
with its radical feminist criticism of Islam, offers a disturbing view of the modern world—and inspired every critic who read it.

In My Brother's Image

Eugene L Pogany

327

No

No

Non-fiction

In My Brother's Image is the extraordinary story of Eugene Pogany's father and uncle-identical twin brothers born in Hungary of
Jewish parents but raised as devout Catholic converts until the Second World War unraveled their family. In eloquent prose,
Pogany portrays how the Holocaust destroyed the brothers' close childhood bond: his father, a survivor of a Nazi internment
camp, denounced Christianity and returned to the Judaism of his birth, while his uncle, who found shelter in an Italian monastic
community during the war, became a Catholic priest. Even after emigrating to America the brothers remained estranged, each
believing the other a traitor to their family's faith. This tragic memoir is a rich, moving family portrait as well as an objective
historical account of the rupture between Jews and Catholics.

In The Garden of Beasts

Erik Larson

464

Yes

Yes

History

The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when Wiltiam E. Dodd becomes America’s first ambassador to Hitler's Germany in a year that
proved fo be a turning point in history.

A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter, Martha. At first Martha is
entranced by the parties and pomp, and the handsome young men of the Third Reich with their infectious enthusiasm for
restoring Germany to a position of world prominence. Enamored of the “New Germany,” she has one affair after another,
including with the suprisingly honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of Jewish persecution mounts,
confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father telegraphs his concerns to a largely indifferent State Department back
home. Dodd watches with alarm as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts of frightening new laws begin to
circulate. As that first year unfolds and the shadows deepen, the Dodds experience days full of excitement, intrigue, romance--
and uitimately, horror, when a climactic spasm of violence and murder reveals Hitler's true character and ruthless ambition.

In The Heart of The Sea - Whaleship Essex

Nathanial Philbrick

302

No

Yes

History

The National Book Award-winning account of the true events behind Moby Dick. in 1820, the whaleship Essex was rammed and
sunk by an angry sperm whale, leaving the desperate crew to drift for more than ninety days in three tiny boats. Nathaniel
Philbrick uses little-known documents and vivid details about the Nantucket whaling tradition to reveal the chilling facts of this

infamous maritime disaster. In the Heart of the Sea—and now, its epic adaptation for the screen—will forever place the Essex
tragedy in the American historical canon.
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Invention of Wings (The)

Sue Monk Kidd

373

Yes

Yes

Novel

| daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the

From the celebrated author of The Secret Life of Bees, a New York Times bestselling novel about two unforgettable American
women. Writing at the height of her narrative and imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of hope, daring, the
quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century
Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s

limits imposed on women. Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of
ten year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as both
strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt,
defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.

Irresistible Henry House

Lisa Grunwald

448

Yes

No

Novel

In this captivating novel, bestselling author Lisa Grunwald gives us the sweeping tale of an irresistible hero and the many women
who jove him. In the middle of the twentieth century, in a home economics program at a prominent university, orphaned babies
are being used to teach mothering skills to young women. For Henry House, raised in these unlikely circumstances, finding real
love and learning to trust will prove to be the work of a lifetime. From his earliest days as a “practice baby” through his adult
adventures in 1960s New York City, Disney’s Burbank studios, and the delirious world of the Beatles’ London, Henry remains
handsome, charming, universally adored-—but unable to return the affections of the many women who try to lay claim to his
heart. It is not unti{ Henry comes face-to-face with the truths of his past that he finds a chance for real love.

Isaac's Storm

Erik Larson

336

Yes

No

Non-fiction

Larson has brought together powerful elements to create one of the most memorable of the “natural disaster” docudramas that
have come out recently. Meteorologists within the U.S. Weather Bureau at the turn of the 20th century had become so confident
of their own forecasting abilities that they dismissed with irritation troubling weather reports out of Cuba. In a burgeoning port
city like Galveston, TX, in 1900, the idea that severe damage could be done by a hurricane seemed preposterous. Larson creates
a likable character in the real-life weatherman Isaac Cline, tracing his career as a meteorologist. A tropical depression takes on
an ominous life of its own as it thrashes its way through the Caribbean and up through the Gulf of Mexico. The town of Galveston
becomes one of the major characters in the story. Poignant details and sweeping narrative create a book that is hard to put down
even though the outcome is a well-known historical fact, an entire city is devastated. This is a gripping and heartbreaking story of
what happens when arrogance meets the immutable forces of nature.

Julie and Romeo

Jeanne Ray

272

Yes

Yes

Novel

At last, someone has written a love story for and about grown-ups! 60 year old Julie Roseman has known since childhood that
Rosemans are supposed to despise the Cacciamani family. She's never known exactly why...but she's followed her family’s
advice and avoided all Cacciamanis like the plague. Until she bumps into Romeo Cacciamani at a small-business conference-and
realizes he's sort of...sweet. Now, this unexpected relationship is blooming into something big. But wait until their families find

out...
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Just Take My Heart

Mary Higgins Clark

322

Yes

No

Suspense

After famous actress Natalie Raines is found in her home, dying from a gunshot wound, police immediately suspect her theatrical
agent and jealous soon-to-be-ex-husband, Gregg Aldrich. But no charges are brought against him until two years later, when a
career criminal suddenly claims Aldrich had tried to hire him to kill her. The case is a plum assignment for attractive thirty-two-
year-old assistant prosecutor Emily Wallace. She spends long hours preparing for the trial, and unaware of a seemingly well-
meaning neighbor’s violent past, gives him a key to her home to care for her dog. The high-profile trial makes headlines,
threatening to reveal personal matters about Emily, such as the fact that she had a heart transplant— especially when she

experiences eerie sentiments that defy all reason and continue even after the jury decides Gregg Aldrich’s fate. But little does she
know, now her own life is at risk.

King's Speech (The)

Mark Logue

256

No

Yes

Non-fiction

This official film tie-in is written by London Sunday Times journalist Peter Conradi and Mark Logue--grandson of Lionel Logue,
one of the movie's central characters. It's the eve of World War Il, and King Edward VIil has abdicated the throne of England to
marry the woman he loves. Never has the nation needed a leader more. But the new monarch, George VI--father of today's Queen
Elizabeth Il-is painfully shy and cursed with a terrible stammer. How can he inspire confidence in his countrymen when he
cannot even speak to them? Help arrives in speech therapist Logue, who not only is a commoner, but Australian to boot. Will he
be able to give King George his voice? The King's Speech tells an inspiring tale of triumph over adversity and the unlikely
friendship between a reluctant king and the charismatic subject who saved the throne.

Kitchen House (The)

Kathleen Grissom

365

Yes

Yes

Novel

When a white servant girl violates the order of plantation society, she unleashes a tragedy that exposes the worst and best in the
people she has come to call her family. Orphaned while onboard ship from Ireland, seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the steps of
a tobacco plantation where she is to live and work with the slaves of the kitchen house. Under the care of Belle, the master's
illegitimate daughter, Lavinia becomes deeply bonded to her adopted family, though she is set apart from them by her white skin.
Eventually, Lavinia is accepted into the world of the big house, where the master is absent and the mistress batties opium
addiction. Lavinia finds herself perilously straddling two very different worlds. When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are
brought into question, dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives are put at risk. The Kitchen House is a tragic story of page-
turning suspense, exploring the meaning of family, where love and loyalty prevail.

Lace Reader (The)

Brunonia Barry

390

Yes

Yes

Novel

In Barry's captivating debut, Towner Whitney, a dazed young woman descended from a long line of mind readers and fortune
tellers, has survived numerous traumas and returned to her hometown of Salem, Mass., to recover. Any tranquility in her life is
short-lived when her beloved great-aunt Eva drowns under circumstances suggesting foul play. Towner's suspicions are taken
with a grain of salt given her history of hallucinatory visions and self-harm. The mystery enmeshes local cop John Rafferty, who
had left the pressures of big city police work for a quieter life in Salem and now finds himself falling for the enigmatic Towner as
he mourns Eva and delves into the history of the eccentric Whitney clan. Barry excels at capturing the feel of smalitown life, and
balances action with close looks at the characters’ inner worlds. Her pacing and use of different perspectives show tremendous

skill and will keep readers captivated all the way through

Page 25 2016 Adult Book Discussion Collection




Pl Discard Previous Book List

August 2016

Adult Book Discussion List

author

pages

large

audio

type

SYNOBSTS

Language of Flowers (The)

Vanessa Diffenbaugh

336

Yes

Yes

Novel

The Victorian language of flowers was used to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for devotion, asters for patience, and
red roses for love. But for Victoria Jones, it's been more useful in communicating grief, mistrust, and solitude. After a childhood
spent in the foster-care system, she is unable to get close to anybody, and her only connection to the world is through flowers
and their meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated from the system, Victoria has nowhere to go and sleeps in a public park,
where she plants a small garden of her own. Soon a local florist discovers her talents, and Victoria realizes she has a gift for
helping others through the flowers she chooses for them. But a mysterious vendor at the flower market has her questioning
what’s been missing in her life, and when she’s forced to confront a painful secret from her past, she must decide whether it's

.|worth risking everything for a second chance at happiness.

Last Days of Dogtown (The)

Anita Diamant

261

Yes

Yes

Novel

Set on the high ground at the heart of Cape Ann, the village of Dogtown is peopled by widows, orphans, spinsters, scoundrels,
whores, free Africans, and "witches.” Among the inhabitants of this hamlet are Black Ruth, who dresses as a man and works as a
stonemason; Mrs. Stanley, an imperious madam whose grandson, Sammy, comes of age in her brothel; Oliver Younger, who
survives a miserable childhood at the hands of his aunt; and Cornelius Finson, a freed slave. At the center of it all is Judy
Rhines, a fiercely independent soul, deeply lonely, who nonetheless builds a life for herself against all imaginable odds.Rendered
in stunning, haunting detail, with Diamant's keen ear for language and profound compassion for her characters, The Last Days of
Dogtown is an extraordinary retelling of a long-forgotten chapter of early American life.

Last Lecture (The)

Randy Pausch

224

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture.” Professors are asked to consider their demise and to ruminate on what
matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't help but mull the same question: What wisdom would we impart to
the world if we knew it was our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy? When Randy
Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he didn't have to imagine it as his
last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave--"Really Achieving Your Childhood
Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing
every moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one day that you have less than you think"). It was a summation
of everything Randy had come to believe. it was about living. In this book, Randy Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration

and intelligence that made his lecture such a phenomenon and given it an indelible form. It is a book that will be shared for
generations to come.
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Last Letter From Your Lover (The)

2016

JoJo Moyes

390

Yes

No

Fiction

A Brief Encounter for our time, The Last Letter from Your Lover is a sophisticated, spellbinding double love story that spans
decades and thrillingly evokes a bygone era. in 1960, Jennifer Stirling wakes in the hospital and remembers nothing—not the car
accident that put her there, not her wealthy husband, not even her own name. Searching for clues, she finds an impassioned
letter, signed simply "B," from a man for whom she seemed willing to risk everything. In 2003, journalist Ellie Haworth stumbles
upon the letter and becomes obsessed with learning the unknown lovers’ fate~—hoping it will inspire her own happy ending.
Remarkably moving, this is a novel for romantics of every age.

—~

Life of Pi

Yann Martel

348

Yes

Yes

Novel

Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior, a fervent love of
stories, and practices not only his native Hinduism, but also Christianity and !slam. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from
India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes.

The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard
Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning allow him to
coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days lost at sea. When they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the
jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them
"the truth.” After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story much less fantastical, much more conventional-but is it more
true?

Life of Pi is at once a realistic, rousing adventure and a meta-tale of survival that explores the redemptive power of storytelling
and the transformative nature of fiction. It's a story, as one character puts it, to make you believe in God.

Life We Bury (The)

2016

Allen Eskens

303

No

Yes

Mystery

College student Joe Talbert has the modest goal of completing a writing assignment for an English class. His task is to interview
a stranger and write a brief biography of the person. With deadlines looming, Joe heads to a nearby nursing home to find a
willing subject. There he meets Carl Iverson, and soon nothing in Joe's life is ever the same, Carl is a dying Vietnam veteran-and
a convicted murderer. With only a few months to live, he has been medically paroled to a nursing home, after spending thirty
years in prison for the crimes of rape and murder. As Joe writes about Carl's life, especially Carl's valor in Vietnam, he cannot
reconcile the heroism of the soldier with the despicable acts of the convict. Joe, along with his skeptical female neighbor, throws
himself into uncovering the truth, but he is hamstrung in his efforts by having to deal with his dangerously dysfunctional mother,
the guilt of leaving his autistic brother vulnerable, and a haunting childhood memory.
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Light Between Oceans

M.l. Stedman

352

Yes

Yes

Novel

After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse keeper
on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season
and shore leaves are granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two
miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a
dead man and a living baby. Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are meticulous and whose moral principles have
withstood a horrific war, wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her breast. Against
Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the mainland and are
reminded that there are other people in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them.

Lion in the Whitehouse: Theodore Roosevelt

Aida Donald

304

No

Yes

Biography

In this brisk biography, Donald, former editor-in-chief of Harvard University Press, ascribes Teddy Roosevelt's popularity to his
combination of charisma and substance; he was an electrical, magnetic speaker, according to one contemporary newspaper
account, and he hit themes that resonated with ordinary folks, such as honesty in government and opportunity for all. In the
White House, Roosevelt established a model of positive, active governance and insisted that the president was more powerful
than any business tycoon. Donald pays particular attention to Roosevelt's pioneering conservancy efforts, and she suggests that
one of his most important acts was to appoint Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. to the Supreme Court. Donald also touches on the
personal: his grief when his first wife died, and his passionate love for his second wife, with whom he set a new standard for
presidential domestic life, entertaining with a gusto unmatched until the Kennedys.

Little Bee

Chris Cleave

304

Yes

Yes

Novel

The publishers of Chris Cleave's new novel "don't want to spoil” the story by revealing too much about it, and there's good
reason not to tell too much about the plot's pivot point. All you should know going in to Little Bee is that what happens on the
beach is brutal, and that it braids the fates of a 16-year-old Nigerian orphan (who calls herself Little Bee) and a well-off British
couple--journalists trying to repair their strained marriage with a free holiday--who should have stayed behind their resort's walls.
The tide of that event carries Little Bee back to their world, which she claims she couldn't explain to the girls from her village
because they'd have no context for its abundance and calm. But she shows us the infinite rifts in a globalized world, where any
distance can be crossed in a day--with the right papers--and "no one likes each other, but everyone likes U2." Where you have to
give up the safety you'd assumed as your birthright if you decide to save the girl gazing at you through razor wire, left to the
wolves of a failing state

Little Mercies

Heather Gudenkauf

304

Yes

Yes

Novel

Veteran social worker Ellen Moore has seen the worst side of humanity-—the vilest acts one person can commit against another.
She is a fiercely dedicated children's advocate and a devoted mother and wife. But one blistering summer day, a simple moment
of distraction will have repercussions that Ellen could never have imagined, threatening to shatter everything she holds dear,
and trapping her between the gears of the system she works for. Meanwhile, ten-year-old Jenny Briard has been living with her
well-meaning but irresponsible father since her mother left them, sleeping on friends' couches and moving in and out of cheap
motels. When Jenny suddenly finds herself on her own, she is forced to survive with nothing but a few dollars and her street
smarts. The last thing she wants is a social worker, but when Ellen's and Jenny's lives collide, little do they know just how much
they can help one another.
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Look Again

Lisa Scottoline

385

Yes

Yes

Suspense

Ellen Gleeson was balancing life as a single mother and a feature reporter as well as could be expected. She had taken on single
parenthood voluntarily, having fallen in love with her adopted son, Will, now three, when he was a very sick infant. A have-you-
seen-this-child postcard featuring a child who could be Will’s twin catches Ellen’s attention, and while she should be pursuing
her assigned sfory about the emotional effect of Philadelphia’s high teenage murder rate, she instead becomes obsessed with
the missing child and with pursuing more details about Will’'s background. Her questions multiply when she learns that, just
three weeks after she adopted Will, the attorney who handled the proceedings killed herself. Where is the birth mother, and why
doesn’t her family seem to know that she was pregnant? The answer only leads fo danger, but Ellen, her reporter’s instincts on
high alert, is hell-bent on finding the truth, no matter the cost. In a departure from her wildly popular Rosato & Associates series,
Scottoline still sticks to what she knows in this taut stand-alone: female drama, family ties, legal intrigue, and fast-paced action.

Lost City of Z (The)

David Grann

448

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

In 1925, renowned British explorer Col. Percy Harrison Fawcett embarked on a much publicized search to find the city of Z, site
of an ancient Amazonian civilization that may or may not have existed. Fawcett, along with his grown son Jack, never returned,
but that didn't stop countless others, including actors, college professors and well-funded explorers from venturing into the
jungle to find Fawcett or the city. Among the wannabe explorers is Grann, a staff writer for the New Yorker, who has bad eyes and
a worse sense of direction. He became interested in Fawcett while researching another story, eventually venturing into the
Amazon to satisfy his all-consuming curiosity about the explorer and his fatal mission. Largely about Fawcett, the book examines
the stranglehold of passion as Grann's vigorous research mirrors Fawcett's obsession with uncovering the mysteries of the
jungle. By interweaving the great story of Fawcett with his own investigative escapades in South America and Britain, Grann
provides an in-depth, captivating character study that has the relentless energy of a classic adventure tale.

Lost Years (The)

Clark

292

Yes

Yes

Suspense

Biblical scholar Jonathan Lyons believes he has found the rarest of parchments—a letter that may have been written by Jesus
Christ. Stolen from the Vatican Library in the 1500s, the letter was assumed to be lost forever. Now, under the promise of
secrecy, Jonathan is able fo confirm his findings with several other experts. But he also confides in a family friend his suspicion
that someone he once trusted wants to sell the parchment and cash in. Within days Jonathan is found shot to death in his study.
At the same time, his wife, Kathleen, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s, is found hiding in the study closet, incoherent and
clutching the murder weapon. Even in her dementia, Kathleen has known that her husband was carrying on a long-term affair.
Did Kathleen kill her husband in a jealous rage, as the police contend? Or is his death tied to the larger question: Who has
possession of the priceless parchment that has now gone missing? It is up to their daughter, twenty-eight-year-old Mariah, to
clear her mother of murder charges and unravel the real mystery behind her father’'s death.
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Loving Frank

Nancy Horan

377

Yes

Yes

Novel

I have been standing on the side of life, watching it float by. | want to swim in the river. | want to feel the current. So writes
Mamah Borthwick Cheney in her diary as she struggles to justify her clandestine love affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. Four years
earlier, in 1903, Mamah and her husband, Edwin, had commissioned the renowned architect to design a new home for them,
During the construction of the house, a powerful attraction developed between Mamah and Frank, and in time the lovers, each
married with children, embarked on a course that would shock Chicago society and forever change their lives. In this ambitious
debut novel, fact and fiction blend together brilliantly. While scholars have largely relegated Mamah to a footnote in the life of

America’s greatest architect, author Nancy Horan gives full weight to their dramatic love story and iluminates Cheney’s profound
influence on Wright.

Luncheon of the Boating Party

Susan Vreeland

448

Yes

Yes

Novel

With her richly textured novels, Susan Vreeland has offered pioneering portraits of artists’ lives. Now, as she did in Girl in
Hyacinth Blue, Vreeland once again focuses on a single painting—Auguste Renoir's instantly recognizable masterpiece, which
depicts a gathering of Renoir’s real friends enjoying a summer Sunday on a café terrace along the Seine. Narrated by Renoir and
seven of the models, the novel illuminates the gusto, hedonism, and art of the era. With a gorgeous palette of vibrant, captivating
characters, Vreeland paints their lives, loves, losses, and triumphs so vividly that “the painting literally comes alive”

Madonnas of Leningrad

Debra Dean

228

Yes

No

Novel

Bit by bit, the ravages of age are eroding Marina's grip on the everyday. An elderly Russian woman now living in America, she
cannot hold on to fresh memories—the details of her grown children's lives, the approaching wedding of her grandchild—yet her
distant past is miraculously preserved in her mind's eye. Vivid images of her youth in war-torn Leningrad arise unbidden,
carrying her back to the terrible fall of 1941, when she was a tour guide at the Hermitage Museum and the German army's
approach signaled the beginning of what would be a long, torturous siege on the city. As the people braved starvation, bitter
cold, and a relentless German onslaught, Marina joined other staff members in removing the museum’s priceless masterpieces
for safekeeping, leaving the frames hanging empty on the walls to symbolize the artworks’ eventual return. As the Luftwaffe's

bombs pounded the proud, stricken city, Marina built a personal Hermitage in her mind—a refuge that would stay buried deep
within her, until she needed it once more. ...
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Major Pettigrew's Last Stand

Helen Simonson

384

Yes

Yes

Novel

In her charming debut novel, Simonson tells the tale of Maj. Ernest Pettigrew, an honor-hbound Englishman and widower, and the
very embodiment of duty and pride. As the novel opens, the major is mourning the loss of his younger brother, Bertie, and
attempting to get his hands on Bertie's antique Churchill shotgun—part of a set that the boys' father split between them, but
which Bertie's widow doesn't want to hand over. While the major is eager to reunite the pair for tradition's sake, his son, Roger,
has plans to sell the heirloom set to a coliector for a tidy sum. As he frets over the guns, the major's friendship with Jasmina -
Ali—the Pakistani widow of the local food shop owner—takes a turn unexpected by the major (but not by readers). The author's
dense, descriptive prose wraps around the reader like a comforting cloak, eventually taking on true page-turner urgency as
Simonson nudges the major and Jasmina further along and dangles possibilities about the fate of the major's beloved firearms.
This is a vastly enjoyable traipse through the English countryside and the long-held traditions of the British aristocracy.

Man Called Ove (A) 2016

Fredrik Backman

337

Yes

Yes

Novel

Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his
bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from hell.” But
must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior
there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young daughters move in
next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected

friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents’
association to their very foundations.

Martian (The)

Andy Weir

369

Yes

Yes

Sci-Fi

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to
die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself
stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he's alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies
would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged
machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human error” are much more likely to kill him first. But Mark isn't ready to give
up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he steadfastly confronts one

seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against
him?

Me Before You

JoJdo Moyes

369

Yes

Yes

Novel

They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . . Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly
ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who has barely been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed
job working for ex—Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a huge
life—big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he i Will is acerbic, moody,
bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her than she expected. When she

learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living.
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Midwife of Hope River (The)

Patricia Harman

400

No

No

Fiction

Midwife Patience Murphy has a gift: a talent for escorting mothers through the challenges of bringing children into the world.
Working in the hardscrabble conditions of Appalachia during the Depression, Patience takes the jobs that no one else wants,
helping those most in need—and least likely to pay. She knows a successful midwifery practice must be built on a foundation of
openness and trust—but the secrets Patience is keeping are far too intimate and fragile for her to ever let anyone in.

Honest, moving, and beautifully detailed, Patricia Harman's The Midwife of Hope River rings with authenticity as Patience faces
nearly insurmountable difficulties. From the dangerous mines of West Virginia to the terrifying attentions of the Ku Klux Klan,
Patience must strive to bring new light and life into an otherwise hard worid.

Mister Owita's Guide To Gardening

Carol Wall

305

Yes

No

Memoir

A true story of a unique friendship between two people who had nothing—and ultimately everything—in common.

Carol Wall, living in a lily-white neighborhood in Middle America, is at a crossroads in her life. Her children are grown; she has
successfully overcome iliness; her beloved parents are getting older. One day she notices a dark-skinned African man tending
her neighbor’s yard. His name is Giles Owita. He bags groceries at the supermarket. He comes from Kenya. And he’s very good at
gardening.

Before long Giles is transforming not only Carol’s yard, but her life. Though they are seemingly quite different, a caring bond
grows between them. But Carol and Giles both hold long-buried secrets that, when revealed, will cement their friendship forever.

Mister Pip

Lloyd Jones

272

No

No

Novel

This prizewinning novel by New Zealand author Jones is an eloquent homage to the power of storytelling. Thirteen-year-old
Matilda is at a loss to understand the violence that has torn apart her tropical island. Her village, caught in the cross fire of the
conflict between government troops and local armed rebels, has lost its teachers. The only white man to stay behind, the
eccentric Mr. Watts, married to a local woman who is generally thought to be mad, takes over the post as teacher and begins to
read to the class from his favorite novel, Charles Dickens' Great Expectations. Initially flummoxed by the meanings of such alien
words as frost and moors, Matilda and her classmates soon become entirely riveted by the story and identify so heavily with the
orphan Pip that Victorian England becomes more real to them than their own hometown. Provided with firsthand evidence of the
power of imagination, Mafilda increasingly sees it as a way to survive and even thrive amid the chaos of civil war.
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Mockingjay - Hunger Games Book 3

Suzanne Collins

400

Yes

Yes

Novel

*Starred Review* The highly anticipated conclusion to the Hunger Games trilogy does not disappoint. If anything, it may give
readers more than they bargained for: in action, in love, and in grief. When the book opens, Katniss has survived her ordeal at
the Quarter Quell, and she and her family are safe in District 13. Gale is there as well, but Peeta is being held at the Capitol as
President Snow’s very special prisoner. Events move quickly, but realization unfolds slowly as Katniss learns that she has been
a pawn in more ways than she ever supposed and that her role as the face of the revolution is one with unanticipated
consequences, including a climbing death toll for which she holds herself personally responsible. Collins does several things
brilliantly, not the least of which is to provide heart-stopping chapter endings that turn events on their heads and then twist them
once more. But more ambitious is the way she brings readers to questions and conclusions about war throughout the story.

Monuments Men 2014

Robert M Edsel

457

Yes

No

History

At the same time Adolf Hitler was attempting to take over the western world, his armies were methodically seeking and hoarding
the finest art treasures in Europe. The Fuehrer had begun cataloguing the art he planned to collect as well as the art he would
destroy: "degenerate” works he despised.

In a race against time, behind enemy lines, often unarmed, a special force of American and British museum directors, curators,
art historians, and others, called the Monuments Men, risked their lives scouring Europe to prevent the destruction of thousands
of years of culture.

Focusing on the eleven-month period between D-Day and V-E Day, this fascinating account follows six Monuments Men and their
impossible mission to save the world's great art from the Nazis.

My Beloved World

Sonia Sotomayor

432

Yes

Yes

Biography

When Sotomayor joined the U.S. Supreme Court in 2009, she made history as the first Hispanic on the high court. She’d also
achieved the highest dream of a Puerto Rican girl growing up in a Bronx housing project longing to someday become a judge. In
this amazingly candid memoir, Sotomayor recalls a tumultuous childhood: alcoholic father, emotionally distant mother,
aggravating little brother, and a host of aunts, uncles, and cousins, all overseen by her loving, domineering paternal
grandmother. When she was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes at eight years of age, she knew she had to learn to give herself the
insulin shots. That determination saw her through Catholic high school, Princeton, and Yale Law School, at each step struggling
to reconcile the poverty of her childhood with the privileges she was beginning to enjoy. No rabble-rouser, she nonetheless was
active in student groups supporting minorities. At Yale, she learned how to think about jurisprudence, but readers looking for
clues to her judicial thinking will be disappointed as she deliberately demurs. She recounts complicated feelings toward her
parents and her failed marriage as she advanced to the DA’s office, private practice, the district court, and, triumphantly, the

Supreme Court. Sotomayor offers an intimate and honest look at her extraordinary life and the support and blessings that
propelled her forward.

Nazi Officer's Wife: How one Jewish woman
survived the Holocaust

Edith Hahn-Beer

336

No

No

Biography

Edith Hahn was an outspoken young woman in Vienna when the Gestapo forced her into a ghetto and then into a labor camp.
When she returned home months later, she knew she would become a hunted woman and went underground. With the help of a
Christian friend, she emerged in Munich as Grete Denner. There she met Werner Vetter, a Nazi Party member who fell in love with

her. Despite Edith's protests and even her eventual confession that she was Jewish, he married her and kept her identity a
secret.
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Nemesis

Philip Roth

304

No

Yes

Novel

In general terms, the novel is a staggering visit to a time and place when a monumental health crisis dominated the way people
led their day-to-day lives. Newark, New Jersey, in the early 1940s (a common setting for this author) experienced, as the war in
Europe was looking better for the Allies, a scare as deadly as warfare. The city has been hit by an epidemic of polio. Of course, at
that time, how the disease spread and its cure were unknown. The city is in a panic, with residents so suspicious of other
individuals and ethnic groups that emotions quickly escalate into hostility and even rage. Our hero, and he proves truly heroic, is
Bucky Canter, playground director in the Jewish neighborhood of Newark. As the summer progresses, Bucky sees more and
more of his teenage charges succumb to the disease. When an opportunity presents itself to leave the city for work in a Catskills
summer camp, Bucky is torn between personal safety and personal duty. What happens is heartbreaking, but the joy of having
met Bucky redeems any residual sadness.

Night Circus

Erin Morgenstern

512

Yes

Yes

Novel

The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. Within the black-
and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. !t is called Le Cirque des Réves,
and it is only open at night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway: a duel between two young magicians, Celia
and Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to
them both, this is a game in which only one can be left standing. Despite the high stakes, Celia and Marco soon tumble headfirst
into love, setting off a domino effect of dangerous consequences, and leaving the lives of everyone, from the performers to the
patrons, hanging in the balance.

Nothing Daunted

Dorothy Wickenden

320

No

No

Biography .

In the summer of 1916, Dorothy Woodruff and Rosamond Underwood, bored by society luncheons, charity work, and the effete
men who courted them, left their families in Auburn, New York, to teach school in the wilds of northwestern Colorado. They lived
with a family of homesteaders in the Elkhead Mountains and rode to school on horseback, often in blinding blizzards. Their
students walked or skied, in tattered clothes and shoes tied together with string. The young cattle rancher who had lured them
west, Ferry Carpenter, had promised them the adventure of a lifetime. He hadn’t let on that they would be considered dazzling
prospective brides for the locals.

Nearly a hundred years later, Dorothy Wickenden, the granddaughter of Dorothy Woodruff, found the teachers’ buoyant letters
home, which captured the voices of the pioneer women, the children, and other unforgettable people the women got to know. In

reconstructing their journey, Wickenden has created an exhilarating saga about two intrepid women and the “settling up” of the
West.

Now You See Me

S. J. Bolton

400

Yes

No

Mystery

Late one night after interviewing a witness, Lacey Flint, a young detective constable, stumbles onto a woman brutally stabbed
just moments before. Within twenty-four hours, a reporter receives an anonymous letter pointing out alarming similarities
between the murder and Jack the Ripper’s first murder—a letter that calls out Lacey by name. If it’s real, and they have a killer
bent on re-creating l.ondon’s bloody past, history shows they have just five days until the next attempt. No one believes the
connections are anything more than a sadistic killer's game, not even Lacey, whom the killer seems to be taunting specifically.
But as the case unfolds, the details start reminding Lacey of a part of her own past she’d rather keep hidden. And the only way to
do that is to catch the killer herself.
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Orchardist (The)

Amanda Coplin

448

Yes

Yes

Historical

At once intimate and epic, The Orchardist is historical fiction at its best, in the grand literary tradition of
William Faulkner, Marilynne Robinson, Michael Ondaatje, Annie Proulx, and Toni Morrison.

In her stunningly original and haunting debut novel, Amanda Coplin evokes a powerful sense of place,
mixing tenderness and violence as she spins an engrossing tale of a solitary orchardist who provides
shelter to two runaway teenage girls in the untamed American West, and the dramatic consequences of
his actions.

Ordinary Grace

William Kent Krueger

307

Yes

No

Mystery

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE 2014 EDGAR AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL

“That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no reason at all to remember it. Yet I have
never across the forty years since it was spoken forgotten a single word.”

New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold root beers were
selling out at the soda counter of Halderson’s Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic books were a mainstay on
every barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young
president. But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim summer in which death visited frequently
and assumed many forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder. Frank begins the season preoccupied with
the concerns of any teenage boy, but when tragedy unexpectedly strikes his family—which includes his
Methodist minister father; his passionate, artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-
his-years kid brother—he finds himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, aduitery, and
betrayal, suddenly called upon to demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his years.

Told from Frank’s perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a brilliantly
moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a world that
seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible price of
wisdom and the enduring grace of God.

Orphan Train

2014

Christina Baker Kline

273

Yes

Yes

Novel

Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A community service
position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and
worse... As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and
Vivian aren’t as different as they seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian
was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would be determined
by luck and chance. :

Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have haunted her
for her entire life — answers that will ultimately free them both.
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Olive Kitteridge Pulitzer Prize

Elizabeth Strout

286

Yes

Yes

Novel

At times stern, at other times patient, at times perceptive, at other times in sad denial, Olive Kitteridge,
a retired schooliteacher, deplores the changes in her little town of Crosby, Maine, and in the world at
large, but she doesn‘t always recognize the changes in those around her: a lounge musician haunted by
a past romance; a former student who has lost the will to live; Olive’s own adult child, who feels
tyrannized by her irrational sensitivities; and her husband, Henry, who finds his loyalty to his marriage
both a blessing and a curse. As the townspeople grapple with their problems, mild and dire, Olive is
brought to a deeper understanding of herself and her life—sometimes painfully, but always with ruthless

honesty. Olive Kitteridge offers profound insights into the human condition-its conflicts, its tragedies
and joys, and the endurance it requires.

Once We Were Brothers

Ronald Balson

394

Yes

Yes

Fiction

Elliot Rosenzweig, a respected civic leader and wealthy philanthropist, is attending a fundraiser when he is suddenly
accosted and accused of being a former Nazi SS officer named Otto Piatek, the Butcher of Zamosc. Although the charges are
denounced as preposterous, his accuser is convinced he is right and engages attorney Catherine Lockhart to bring
Rosenzweig to justice. Solomon persuades attorney Catherine Lockhart to take his case, revealing that the true Piatek was

abandoned as a child and raised by Solomon's own family oniy to betray them during the Nazi occupation. But has Solomon
accused the right man?

Once We Were Brothers is Ronald H. Balson's compelling tale of two boys and a family who struggle to survive in war-forn
Poland, and a young love that struggles to endure the unspeakable cruelty of the Holocaust. Two lives, two worlds, and sixty

years converge in an explosive race to redemption that makes for a moving and powerful tale of love, survival, and ultimately
the triumph of the human spirit.

One Thousand White Women

Jim Fergus

320

Yes

Yes

Novel

An American western with a most unusual twist, this is an imaginative fictional account of the
participation of May Dodd and others in the controversial "Brides for Indians" program, a clandestine
U.S. government”-sponsored program intended to instruct "savages” in the ways of civilization and to
assimilate the Indians into white culture through the offspring of these unions. May's personal journals,
loaded with humor and intelligent reflection, describe the adventures of some very colorful white brides
(including one black one), their marriages to Cheyenne warriors, and the natural abundance of life on
the prairie before the final press of the white man's civilization. Fergus is gifted in his ability to portray
the perceptions and emotions of women. He writes with tremendous insight and sensitivity about the
individual community and the political and religious issues of the time, many of which are still relevant
today. This book is artistically rendered with meticulous attention to small details that bring to life the
daily concerns of a group of hardy souls at a pivotal time in U.S. history.
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Out Stealing Horses

Per Petterson

238

Yes

Yes

Novel

We were going out stealing horses. That was what he said, standing at the door to the cabin where | was spending the summer
with my father. | was fifteen. It was 1948 and oneof the first days of July.

Trond's friend Jon often appeared at his doorstep with an adventure in mind for the two of them. But this morning was different.
What began as a joy ride on "borrowed" horses ends with Jon falling into a strange trance of grief. Trond soon learns what befel
Jon earlier that day--an incident that marks the beginning of a series of vital losses for both boys. Set in the easternmost region
of Norway, Out Stealing Horses begins with an ending. Sixty-seven-year-old Trond has settled into a rustic cabin in an isolated

area to live the rest of his life with a quiet deliberation. A meeting with his only neighbor, however, forces him to reflect on that
fateful summer.

Painted Girls (The)

Cathy Marie Buchanan

397

Yes

Yes

Historical

A heartrending, gripping novel about two sisters in Belle Epoque Paris. 1878 Paris. Following their father’s sudden death, the
van Goethem sisters find their lives upended. Without his wages, and with the small amount their laundress mother earns
disappearing into the absinthe bottle, eviction from their lodgings seems imminent. With few options for work, Marie is
dispatched to the Paris Opéra, where for a scant seventeen francs a week, she will be trained to enter the famous ballet. Her
older sister, Antoinette, finds work as an extra in a stage adaptation of Emile Zola’s naturalist masterpiece L’Assommoir. Marie
throws herself into dance and is soon modeling in the studio of Edgar Degas, where her image will forever be immortalized as
Little Dancer Aged Fourteen. There she meets a wealthy male patron of the ballet, but might the assistance he offers come with
strings attached? Meanwhile Antoinette, derailed by her love for the dangerous Emile Abadie, must choose between honest labor
and the more profitable avenues open fo a young woman of the Parisian demimonde.

Paris Wife (The)

Paula McLain

336

Yes

Yes

Novel

History is sadly neglectful of the supporting players in the lives of great artists. Fortunately, fiction provides ample opportunity to
bring these often fascinating personalities out into the limelight. Gaynor Arnold successfully resurrected the much-maligned Mrs.
Charles Dickens in Girl in a Blue Dress (2009), now Paula McLain brings Hadley Richardson Hemingway out from the formidable
shadow cast by her famous husband. Though doomed, the Hemingway marriage had its giddy high points, including a whirlwind
courtship and a few fast and furious years of the expatriate lifestyle in 1920s Paris. Hadley and Ernest traveled in heady company
during this gin-soaked and jazz-infused time, and readers are treated to intimate glimpses of many of the literary giants of the
era, including Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, James Joyce, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. But the real star of the story is Hadley, as this
time around, Ernest is firmly relegated to the background as he almost never was during their years together. Though eventually
a woman scorned, Hadley is able to acknowledge without rancor or bitterness that "Hem had helped me to see what | really was
and what I could do.” Much more than a woman-behind-the-man homage, this beautifully crafted tale is an unsentimental tribute
fo a woman who acted with grace and strength as her marriage crumbled. (Booklist)
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People of the Book

Geraldine Brooks

400

Yes

Yes

Novel

When an Australian rare-book conservator named Hanna Heath finds a butterfly wing, a salt crystal, a white hair, and bioodstains
in the recently rediscovered Sarajevo Haggadah, a late-medieval illuminated codex of uncertain provenance, she sets out to solve
the mystery of the book’s origins. To her disappointment, analysis of the specimens reveals little. "It's too bad,” an organic
chemist tells her. "Blood is potentially so dramatic.”" Geraldine Brooks, beginning where science leaves off, uses Hanna’s finds
as entry points to richly imagined historical landscapes peopled by the Haggadah's creators, protectors, and would-be
destroyers—a female Muslim slave in Convivencia Spain, a Jewish doctor in fin-de-siécle Vienna, an alcoholic priest in
seventeenth-century Venice. Their narratives alternate with Hanna’s own, and the final, muitilayered effect is complex and
moving.

Perfume Collector

(The)

Kathleen Tessaro

456

No

Yes

Fiction

A remarkable novel about secrets, desire, memory, passion, and possibility. Newlywed Grace Monroe doesn’t fit anyone’s
expectations of a successful 1950s London socialite, least of all her own. When she receives an unexpected inheritance from a
complete stranger, Madame Eva d’Orsey, Grace is drawn to uncover the identity of her mysterious benefactor. Weaving through
the decades, from 1920s New York to Monte Carlo, Paris, and London, the story Grace uncovers is that of an extraordinary
women who inspired one of Paris’s greatest perfumers. Immortalized in three evocative perfumes, Eva d’Orsey’s history will
transform Grace’s life forever, forcing her to choose between the woman she is expected to be and the person she really is. The

Perfume Collector explores the complex and obsessive love between muse and artist, and the tfremendous power of memory and
scent.

Pine Barrens (The)

John McPhee

156

No

No

Non-fiction

Most people think of New Jersey as a suburban corridor between New York and Phila. Yet in the low center of the state is a near
wilderness, larger than most national parks, which has been known as the Pine Barrens. It covers about one fourth of the state,
and this book describes the people who dwell in the region, the "Pineys”, and their folklore.

Pirate Hunters

2016

Robert Kurson

275

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

Finding and identifying a pirate ship is the hardest thing to do under the sea. But two men—John Chatterton and John
Mattera—are willing to risk everything to find the Golden Fleece, the ship of the infamous pirate Joseph Bannister. At large
during the Golden Age of Piracy in the seventeenth century, Bannister should have been immortalized in the lore of the sea—his
exploits more notorious than Blackbeard’s, more daring than Kidd’s. But his story, and his ship, have been lost to time. If
Chatterton and Mattera succeed, they will make history-——it will be just the second time ever that a pirate ship has been
discovered and positively identified. Soon, however, they realize that cutting-edge technology and a willingness to lose
everything aren’t enough to frack down Bannister’s ship. They must travel the globe in search of historic documents and
accounts of the great pirate’s exploits, face down dangerous rivals, battle the tides of nations and governments and experts. But
it's only when they learn to think and act like pirates——like Bannister—that they become able to go where no pirate hunters have
gone before. Fast-paced and filled with suspense, fascinating characters, history, and adventure, Pirate Hunters is an
unputdownable story that goes deep to discover truths and souls long believed lost.
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Pope Joan

Donna Woolfolk Cross

448

No

No

Historical

A woman pope? The author's notes document the possibility that there was one for a brief time in the ninth century. The Joan in
this novel has all the qualities a woman would need to become pope: superior intelligence, imagination, daring, and the
determination that her sex would not keep her illiterate and subservient, as were most women of the period. Joan is an apt pupil
at the cathedral school, where she is allowed to study only because her brother cannot master Latin. A Viking raid on her
wedding day gives Joan the opportunity to escape an unwanted marriage; she takes her dead brother's clothes, presents herself
at a nearby monastery, and becomes Brother John Anglicus. Her skill in healing and her passion for learning attract attention,

and she fears discovery. Still disguised as a monk, Joan takes the pilgrim’s road to Rome, where her skills as a healer attract the
attention of the Pope himself.

Postmistress (The)

Sarah Blake

384

Yes

Yes

Novel

To open Blake’s novel of World War Il and the convergence of three strong women is to enter a slipstream, so powerful are its
velocity, characters, and drama. How can you resist Frankie Bard, an American journalist of gumption and vision who is bravely
reporting on the Blitz from London? Her distinctive voice and audacious candor are heard on radios everywhere on the home
front, including Cape Cod, where Iris James, in love for the first time at 40, keeps things shipshape at a small-town post office.
The third in Blake’s triumvirate of impressive women, Emma, the waiflike wife of the town’s doctor, is not as obvious a candidate
for heroism until a tragedy induces her husband to join the war effort. As Frankie risks her life to record the stories of imperiled
Jews, Iris and Emma struggle to maintain order as America goes reluctantly to war. Blake raises unseitling questions about the
randomness of violence and death, and the simultaneity of experience—how can people frolic on a beach while others are being
murdered? Matching harrowing action with reflection, romance with pathos, Blake’s emotional saga of conscience and genocide
is poised fo become a best-seller of the highest echelon.

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen

317

Yes

Yes

Novel

Elizabeth Bennet is the perfect Austen heroine: intelligent, generous, sensible, incapable of jealousy or any other major sin.
That makes her sound like an insufferable goody-goody, but the truth is she's a completely hip character, if provoked is not
above skewering her antagonist with a piece of her exceptionally sharp - but always polite - 18th century wit. The point is, you
spend the whole book absolutely fixated on the critical question : will Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy hook up?

Reliable Wife (A)

Robert Goolrick

305

Yes

Yes

Novel

Goolrick twists a familiar story, refashioning it into something completely original. Many authors have employed the timeworn
rural-man-advertises-for-mail-order-bride plot device, but few have permeated their narratives with gothic elements and
suspense to such great effect. All is not as straightforward as it seems when Catherine Land steps off the train in rural Wisconsin
in 1907. Who is Catherine, and what is her true intent? What shadowy secrets could middle-aged Ralph Truitt be hiding? Both
these complex characters have plenty of traumatic baggage that is peeled away layer by layer as the two engage in a darkly

dangerous game of check and checkmate. The unforeseen conclusion provides a big payoff for readers of this tension-laden
debut from a promising new talent.
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Revolutionary Road

Richard Yates

368

No

Yes

Novel

In the hopeful 1950s, Frank and April Wheeler appear to be a model couple: bright, beautiful, talented, with two young chiidren
and a starter home in the suburbs. Perhaps they married too young and started a family too early. Maybe Frank's job is dull. And
April never saw herself as a housewife. Yet they have always lived on the assumption that greatness is only just around the
corner. But now that certainty is about fo crumble.

With heartbreaking compassion and remorseless clarity, Richard Yates shows how Frank and April mortgage their spiritual
birthright, betraying not only each other, but their best selves.

Rock Orchard

Paula Wall

244

Yes

Yes

Novel

The Belles have been in Leaper's Fork, Tennessee, since before the Civil War, and the Belle women have been strong,
independent, and lusty. But in spite of their shocking behavior, the citizens of Leaper's Fork don't hesitate to come to them with
their problems or have Belles lay hands on their newborn babies, for the Belles seem to have the sight as well. Charlotte likes to
smoke cigars and make money. Not a fan of children, she nevertheless begrudgingly takes in her sister's child, Angela.
Charlotte's child-raising technique is "free range," which ultimately leads to a young Angela begetting her own illegitimate
daughter, Dixie. No one knows who the father is, but it doesn't slow down Angela and her sultry ways. The Belles' influence is felt
throughout Leaper's Fork, and just as inviting are the townspeople in Wall's wonderfully endearing story of love, life, and change,
and Wall's extraordinary and original style is the icing on one very enticing cake.

Room

Emma Donoghue

352

No

Yes

Fiction

Five-year-old Jack has never known anything of life beyond Room, the 11-square-foot space he shares with his mother. Jack has
learned to read, count, and process an imaginary world Outside through television. At night he sleeps in a wardrobe in case Old
Nick comes to visit, bringing supplies and frightening intrusion. Worried about his curiosity and her own desperation, his mother
reveals to Jack that the Outside is real and that they must escape. She tells him that she was kidnapped by Old Nick and has
been held secluded in Room for seven years. Jack is brave enough to carry out their plan, and the two of them are compelled to
adjust to life Outside, with its bright lights and noise and people touching. What is reconnection for his mother is discovery for
Jack, who is soon overwhelmed by the changes in his mother and a world coming at him fast and furiously. Room is beautifully
written as a first-person narrative from Jack’s perspective, and within it, Donoghue has constructed a quiet, private, and
menacing world that slowly unbends with a mother and son’s love and determination.

Rosie Project (The)

Graeme Simsion

304

Yes

Yes

Novel

THE ART OF LOVE IS NEVER A SCIENCE MEET DON TILLMAN, a brilliant yet socially challenged professor of genetics, who'’s
decided it's time he found a wife. And so, in the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he
designs the Wife Project to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the
smokers, the late arrivers. Rosie Jarman is all these things. She also is strangely beguiling, fiery, and inteiligent. And while Don
quickly disqualifies her as a candidate for the Wife Project, as a DNA expert Don is particularly suited to heip Rosie on her own
quest: identifying her biological father. When an unlikely relationship develops as they collaborate on the Father Project, Don is

forced to confront the spontaneous whirlwind that is Rosie—and the realization that, despite your best scientific efforts, you
don’t find love, it finds you.
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Round House (National Book Award Winner)

L.ouise Erdrich

368

Yes

Yes

Novel

One of the most revered novelists of our time—a brilliant chronicler of Native-American life—Louise Erdrich returns to the
territory of her bestselling, Pulitzer Prize finalist The Plague of Doves with The Round House, transporting readers to the Ojibwe

reservation in North Dakofa. It is an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who seeks justice and understanding
in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever transforms his family.

Rules of Civility

Amor Towles

324

Yes

Yes

Novel

This sophisticated and entertaining first novel presents the story of a young woman whose life is on the brink of transformation.
On the last night of 1937, twenty-five-year-old Katey Kontent is in a second-rate Greenwich Village jazz bar when Tinker Grey, a
handsome banker, happens to sit down at the neighboring table. This chance encounter and its startling consequences propel
Katey on a year-long journey into the upper echelons of New York society—where she will have little to rely upon other than a
bracing wit and her own brand of cool nerve. With its sparkling depiction of New York’s social strata, its intricate imagery and
themes, and its immensely appealing characters, Rules of Civility won the hearts of readers and critics alike.

Same Kind of Different as Me

Ron Hall

245

Yes

Yes

Biography

A dangerous, homeless drifter who grew up picking cotton in virtual slavery. An upscale art dealer accustomed to the world of
Armani and Chanel. A gutsy woman with a stubborn dream. A story so incredible no novelist would dare dream it. It begins
outside a burning plantation hut in Louisiana . . . and an East Texas honky-tonk . . . and, without a doubt, in the heart of God. It
unfolds in a Hollywood hacienda. . . . an upscale New York gallery . . . a downtown dumpster . . . a Texas ranch.

Gritty with pain and betrayal and brutality, this true story also shines with an unexpected, life-changing love.
Inspirational/Biography

Sarah's Key

Tatiana DeRosnay

320

Yes

Yes

Novel

De Rosnay's U.S. debut fictionalizes the 1942 Paris roundups and deportations, in which thousands of Jewish families were
arrested, held at the Vélodrome d'Hiver outside the city, then transported to Auschwitz. Forty-five-year-old Julia Jarmond,
American by birth, moved to Paris when she was 20 and is married to the arrogant, unfaithful Bertrand Tézac, with whom she has
an 11-year-old daughter. Julia writes for an American magazine and her editor assigns her to cover the 60th anniversary of the
VéI' d'Hiv' roundups. Julia soon learns that the apartment she and Bertrand plan to move into was acquired by Bertrand’s family
when its Jewish occupants were dispossessed and deported 60 years before. She resolves to find out what happened to the
former occupants: Wiladyslaw and Rywka Starzynski, parents of 10-year-old Sarah and four-year-old Michel. The more Julia
discovers—especially about Sarah, the only member of the Starzynski family to survive—the more she uncovers about Bertrand's

family, about France and, finally, herself.
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Secret Keeper (The)

Kate Morfon

496

Yes

Yes

Mystery

During a picnic at her family’s farm in the English countryside, sixteen-year-old Laurel Nicolson witnesses a shocking crime, a
crime that challenges everything she knows about her adored mother, Dorothy. Now, fifty years later, Laurel and her sisters are
meeting at the farm to celebrate Dorothy’s ninetieth birthday. Realizing that this is her last chance to discover the truth about that
long-ago day, Laurel searches for answers that can only be found in Dorothy’s past. Clue by clue, she traces a secret history of
three strangers from vastly different worlds thrown together in war-torn London—Dorothy, Vivien, and Jimmy—whose lives are
forever after entwined. A gripping story of deception and passion, The Secret Keeper will keep you enthralled to the last page.

Shadow Divers: The True Adventure of Two
Americans Who Risked Everything to Solve One of
Last Mysteries of World War I

Robert Kurson

335

Yes

Yes

Non-fiction

Who knew that German submarine U-869, long thought to have been sunk off Gibraltar in 1945, was actually sunk by its own
torpedo less than 60 miles from Brielle, New Jersey? No one--until 1991, when two death-cheating wreck-divers began exploring
the boat's wrecked hull, 230 feet underwater. Though Kurson's historical narrative is compelling on its own, it is nearly
overshadowed by his adventure story--two brave and driven men chased by deep-water divers' narcosis, decompression
sickness, sharks, and an entire wrecked sub full of snags to ensnare divers until their tanks run out. All of these elements--
military history, mystery, action tale, ethnography--combine to make this book very hard to put down.

Signature of All Things

Elizabeth Gilbert

512

Yes

Yes

Historical

In The Signature of All Things, Elizabeth Gilbert returns to fiction, inserting her inimitable voice into an enthralling story of love,
adventure and discovery. Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the novel follows the fortunes of the
extraordinary Whittaker family as led by the enterprising Henry Whittaker—a poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune in
the South American quinine trade, eventually becoming the richest man in Philadelphia. Born in 1800, Henry’s brilliant daughter,
Alma (who inherits both her father’s money and his mind), ultimately becomes a botanist of considerable gifts herself. As Alma’s
research takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, she falls in love with a man named Ambrose Pike who makes
incomparable paintings of orchids and who draws her in the exact opposite direction—into the realm of the spiritual, the divine,
and the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist; Ambrose a utopian artist—but what unites this unlikely couple is a desperate
need to understand the workings of this world and the mechanisms behind all life. )

Sisters Weiss (The)

Naomi Ragen

416

Yes

Fiction

In 1950’s Brooklyn, sisters Rose and Pearl Weiss grow up in a loving but strict ultra-Orthodox Jewish family, never dreaming of
defying their parents or their community’s unbending and intrusive demands. Then, a chance meeting with a young French
immigrant turns Rose’s world upside down, its once bearable strictures suddenly tightening like a noose around her neck.
Defiantly, she begins to live a secret life that shocks her family when it is discovered. Out of guilt and an overwhelming desire to
be reconciled with those she loves, she finally bows to her parents’ demands that she agree to an arranged marriage. But the
night before her wedding, she commits an act of defiance so unforgivable it will exile her forever from her innocent young sister,
her family, and all she has ever known.

Forty years later, pious Pearl’s sheltered young daughter Rivka suddenly discovers the truth about the family outfcast, her Aunt
Rose, now a successful photographer. Inspired, but naive and reckless, she sets off on a dangerous adventure that will stir up
the ghosts of the past and alter the future in unimaginable ways for all invoived.
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Someday, Someday, Maybe

Lauren Graham

358

No

Yes

Novel

It's January 1995, and Franny Banks has just six months left of the three-year deadline she set for herself when she came to New
York, dreaming of Broadway and doing “important” work. But all she has to show for her efforts so far is a part in an ad for ugly
Christmas sweaters, and a gig waiting tables at a comedy club. Her roommates—her best friend Jane, and Dan, an aspiring sci-fi
writer—are supportive, yet Franny knows a two-person fan club doesn't exactly count as success. Everyone tells her she needs a
backup plan, and though she can almost picture moving back home and settling down with her perfectly nice ex-boyfriend, she’s
not ready to give up on her goal of having a career like her idols Diane Keaton and Meryf Streep. Not just yet. But while she

dreams of filling their shoes, in the meantime, she’d happily seftle for a speaking part in almost anything—and finding a hair
product combination that works

Songs of Willow Frost

Jamie Ford

352

Yes

Yes

Novel

Ford (Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, 2009) tells another dual-thread story in his second novel. William Eng, a 12-year-
old resident of the Sacred Heart Orphanage in Depression-era Seattle, has vivid memories of his ah-ma, whom he hasn’t seen
since he was placed in the sisters’ care five years ago. On a rare school trip, William is sure he recognizes his mother in a film
advertisement as the ingenue Willow Frost, and he vows to find her to make sense of his abandonment. Willow's backstory then
unfolds in dated chapters before William’s birth. The newly orphaned, American-born daughter of Chinese immigrants learns
quickly that her family’s tradition is tragic, both as performers on the stage and as second-class citizens at sea between the
cuiture they’ve defied by leaving and the one in which they live, rapidly changing yet not fully accepting. As characters, Willow

and William are amalgamations who allow for deep discussions of forgotten taboos, and Ford’s research, sparing no despairing
detail, lends a vivid sense of time and place.

South of Broad

Pat Conroy

544

Yes

Yes

Novel

An uniikely group of Charlestonian teens forms a friendship in 1969, just as the certainties and verities of southern society are
quaked by the social and political forces unleashed earlier in the decade. They come from all walks of life, from the privileged
homes of the aristocracy, from an orphanage, from a broken home where an alcoholic mother and her twins live in fear of a
murderous father, from the home of public high school’s first black football coach, and from the home of the same school's
principal. The group’s fulcrum, Leopold Bloom King, second son of an ex-nun Joyce scholar, who is also the school’s principal,
and a science-teacher father, is just climbing out of childhood mental iliness after having discovered his handsome, popular,
athletic, scholarly older brother dead from suicide. Over the next two decades, these friends find success in journalism, the bar,
law enforcement, music, and Hollywood. Echoing some themes from his earlier novels, Conroy fleshes out the almost impossibly
dramatic details of each of the friends’ lives in this vast, intricate story,
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Space Between Us (The)

Thrity Umrigar

352

No

No

Novel

Umrigar's schematic novel (after Bombay Time) illustrates the intimacy, and the irreconcilable class divide, between two women
in contemporary Bombay. Bhima, a 65-year-old slum dweller, has worked for Sera Dubash, a younger upper-middle-class Parsi
woman, for years: cooking, cleaning and tending Sera after the beatings she endures from her abusive husband, Feroz. Sera, in
turn, nurses Bhima back to health from typhoid fever and sends her granddaughter Maya to college. Sera recognizes their
affinity: "They were alike in many ways, Bhima and she. Despite the different trajectories of their lives—circumstances... dictated
by the accidents of their births—they had both known the pain of watching the bloom fade from their marriages.” But Sera's
affection for her servant wars with ingrained prejudice against lower castes. The younger generation—Maya; Sera's daughter,
Dinaz, and son-in-law, Viraf—are also caged by the same strictures despite efforts to throw them off. In a final plot twist, class

allegiance combined with gender inequality challenges personal connection, and Bhima may pay a bitter price for her loyalty to
her employers.

Station Eleven

2016

Emily St John Mandel

333

Yes

Yes

Sci Fi

A National Book Award Finalist A PEN/Faulkner Award Finalist

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage during a
production of King Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived In the city, and within weeks, civilization as
we know it came to an end. Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of
actors and musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have dedicated themselves to keeping the
remnants of art and humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will
threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and
after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed.

Still Life With Bread Crumbs

Anna Quindlen

261

Yes

Yes

Novel

A superb love story from Anna Quindlen, the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Rise and Shine, Blessings, and A Short
Guide to a Happy Life . Still Life with Bread Crumbs begins with an imagined gunshot and ends with a new tin roof. Between the
two is a wry and knowing portrait of Rebecca Winter, a photographer whose work made her an unlikely heroine for many women.
Her career is now descendent, her bank balance shaky, and she has fled the city for the middle of nowhere. There she discovers,
in a tree stand with a roofer named Jim Bates, that what she sees through a camera lens is not all there is to life. Brilliantly
written, powerfully observed, Still Life with Bread Crumbs is a deeply moving and often very funny story of unexpected love, and
a stunningly crafted journey into the life of a woman, her heart, her mind, her days, as she discovers that life is a story with many
levels, a story that is longer and more exciting than she ever imagined
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Still Alice

Lisa Genova

384

Yes

Yes

Novel

Still Alice is a compelling debut novel about a 50-year-old woman's sudden descent into early onset Alzheimer's disease, written
by first-time author Lisa Genova, who holds a Ph. D in neuroscience from Harvard University.

Alice Howland, happily married with three grown children and a house on the Cape, is a celebrated Harvard professor at the
height of her career when she notices a forgetfulness creeping into her life. As confusion starts to cloud her thinking and her
memory begins to fail her, she receives a devastating diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely independent, Alice
struggles fo maintain her lifestyle and live in the moment, even as her sense of self is being stripped away. In turns
heartbreaking, inspiring and terrifying, Still Alice captures in remarkable detail what's it's like to literally lose your mind...
Reminiscent of A Beautiful Mind, Ordinary People and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, Still Alice packs a
powerful emotional punch and marks the arrival of a strong new voice in fiction.

Storied Life of A.J. Fikry (The) 201¢€

Gabrielle Zevin

267

Yes

Yes

Novel

"Funny, tender, and moving, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry reminds us all exactly why we read and why we love."*

A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its history,
and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. But when a mysterious package appears at the
bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over~and see everything anew.

Storyteller

Jodi Picoult

460

Yes

Yes

Novel

Sage Singer is a baker. She works through the night, preparing the day’s breads and pastries, trying to escape a reality of
loneliness, bad memories, and the shadow of her mother's death. When Josef Weber, an elderly man in Sage’s grief support
group, begins stopping by the bakery, they strike up an unlikely friendship. Despite their differences, they see in each other the
hidden scars that others can’t. Everything changes on the day that Josef confesses a long-buried and shame-ful secret and asks
Sage for an extraordinary favor. If she says yes, she faces not only moral repercussions, but potentially legal ones as well. With
the integrity of the closest friend she’s ever had clouded, Sage begins to question the assumptions and expectations she’s made
about her life and her family. In this searingly honest novel, Jodi Picoult gracefully explores the lengths to which we will go in
order to keep the past from dictating the future.

Stranger (The)

Harlan Coben

386

No

No

Suspense

The Stranger appears out of nowhere, perhaps in a bar, or a parking lot, or at the grocery store. His identity is unknown. His
motives are unclear. His information is undeniable. Then he whispers a few words in your ear and disappears, leaving you
picking up the pieces of your shattered world. Adam Price has a lot to lose: a comfortable marriage to a beautiful woman, two
wonderful sons, and all the trappings of the American Dream: a big house, a good job, a seemingly perfect life. Then he runs into
the Stranger. When he learns a devastating secret about his wife, Corinne, he confronts her, and the mirage of perfection
disappears as if it never existed at all. Soon Adam finds himself tangled in something far darker than even Corinne’s deception,

and realizes that if he doesn’t make exactly the right moves, the conspiracy he’s stumbled into will not only ruin lives—it will end
them.
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Stuffed: Adventures of a Restaurant Family

Patricia Volk

256

Yes

Yes

Biography

You are who you came from," asserts short-story writer and novelist Volk near the end of her sparkling memoir of a century in
the life of a most unusual New York family. Volk's relatives tore down and built up New York, brought pastrami to the New World,
and first stirred scallions into cream cheese. They also ran a variety of restaurants over the years, culminating in the main family
"store” Morgen's restaurant, considered for many years to be the heart of the busy, colorful garment district. For those who grew
up in the Volk family, there was no shortage of fabulous food and fascinating relatives. Volk devotes individual chapters to the
stories of particular family members. More than a lovely memoir of a vibrant and close-knit family, this book is also a love letter
to a New York that disappeared with Schraft's and the Automat, B. Altman and Bonwit's.

Submission (The)

Amy Waldman

337

Yes

Yes

Novel

Ten years after 9/11, a dazzling, kaleidoscopic novel reimagines its aftermath

A jury gathers in Manhattan to select a memorial for the victims of a devastating terrorist attack. Their fraught deliberations
complete, the jurors open the envelope containing the anonymous winner's name—and discover he is an American Muslim.
instantly they are cast into roiling debate about the claims of grief, the ambiguities of art, and the meaning of Islam. Their
conflicted response is only a preamble to the country’s. The memorial’s designer is an enigmatic, ambitious architect named
Mohammad Khan. His fiercest defender on the jury is its sole widow, the self-possessed and mediagenic Claire Burwell. But
when the news of his selection leaks to the press, she finds herself under pressure from outraged family members and in
collision with hungry journalists, wary activists, opportunistic politicians, fellow jurors, and Khan himself—as unknowable as he
is gifted. In the fight for both advantage and their ideals, all will bring the emotional weight of their own histories o bear on the
urgent question of how to remember, and understand, a national tragedy. ( NY Times Notable Book)

Sutton

J. R. Moehringer

368

Yes

Yes

biography

Willie Sutton was born in the Irish slums of Brooklyn in 1901, and he came of age at a time when banks were out of control.
Sutton saw only one way out and only one way to win the girl of his dreams. So began the career of America’s most successful
bank robber. During three decades Sutton became so good at breaking into banks, the FBI put him on its first-ever Most Wanted
List. But the public rooted for the criminal who never fired a shot, and when Sutton was finally caught for good, crowds at the jail
chanted his name. In J.R. Moehringer's retelling, it was more than need or rage that drove Sutton. It was his first love. And when

he finally walked free--a surprise pardon on Christmas Eve, 1969--he immediately set out to find her.
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Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie

Alan Bradley

416

Yes

Yes

Mystery

It's the beginning of a lazy summer in 1950 at the sleepy English village of Bishop's Lacey. Up at the great house of Buckshaw,
aspiring chemist Flavia de Luce passes the time tinkering in the laboratory she's inherited from her deceased mother and an
eccentric great uncle. When Flavia discovers a murdered stranger in the cucumber patch outside her bedroom window early one
morning, she decides to leave aside her flasks and Bunsen burners to solve the crime herself, much to the chagrin of the local
authorities. But who can blame her? What else does an eleven-year-old science prodigy have to do when left to her own devices?
With her widowed father and two older sisters far too preoccupied with their own pursuits and passions—stamp collecting,
adventure novels, and boys respectively—Flavia takes off on her trusty bicycle Gladys to catch a murderer. In Alan Bradley's
critically acclaimed debut mystery, The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie, adult readers will be totally charmed by this fearless,
funny, and unflappable kid sleuth. But don't be fooled: this carefully plotted detective novel (the first in a new series) features
plenty of unexpected twists and turns and loads of tasty period detail.

Swim To Me

Betsy Carter

325

No

No

Novel

Welcome to Weeki Wachee Springs, located on the beautiful Gulf Coast of Florida. Hailed as the City of Live Mermaids, the fabled
Springs has been attracting tourists since 1947, but as of late, business is drying up. As if paying the bills, making constant
repairs, and playing den mother and swim coach to a bunch of wayward teenage girls wearing fish tails isn't enough, Miss
Thelma Foote now has to find a way to compete with the newly opened Walt Disney Resort and keep Weeki Wachee and its
school of mermaids afloat. It's a fresh start for Delores Walker when she steps off the bus in Tampa to become a minimum-wage
mermaid. The family fights, the father who watked out on her, and the dingy Bronx apartment are a thousand miles behind her.
With her arrival at Weeki Wachee, luck seems to change for everyone. In the tradition of Rebecca Wells, Betsy Carter writes of
family and sisterhood, of chasing dreams, and of finding your way as she conjures up a time in America when anything was
possible—even mermaids from the Bronx.

Sycamore Row

John Grisham

447

Yes

Yes

Suspense

John Grisham's A Time to Kill is one of the most poputar novels of our time. Now we return to that famous courthouse in Clanton
as Jake Brigance once again finds himself embroiled in a fiercely controversial trial-a trial that will expose old racial tensions and
force Ford County to confront its tortured history. Seth Hubbard is a wealthy man dying of lung cancer. He trusts no one. Before
he hangs himself from a sycamore tree, Hubbard leaves a new, handwritten, will. It is an act that drags his adult children, his
black maid, and Jake into a conflict as riveting and dramatic as the murder trial that made Brigance one of Ford County's most
notorious citizens, just three years earlier. The second will raises far more questions than it answers. Why would Hubbard leave
nearly all of his fortune to his maid? Had chemotherapy and painkillers affected his ability to think clearly? And what does it all
have to do with a piece of land once known as Sycamore Row?
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Tenth of December

George Saunders

272

Yes

No

Stories

National Book Award Finalist. Saunders, a self-identified disciple of Twain and Vonnegut, is hailed for the topsy-turvy, gouging
satire in his three previous, keenly inventive short story collections. In the fourth, he dials the bizarreness down a notch to tune
into the fantasies of his beleaguered characters, ambushing readers with waves of intense, unforeseen emotion. Saunders drills
down to secret aquifers of anger beneath ordinary family life as he portrays parents anxious to defang their children but also to
be better, more loving parents than their own. The title story is an absolute heart-wringer, as a pudgy, misfit boy on an imaginary
mission meets up with a dying man on a frozen pond. In “Victory Lap,” a young-teen ballerina is princess-happy until calamity
strikes, an emergency that liberates her tyrannized neighbor, Kyle, “the palest kid in all the land.” In “Home,” family friction and
financial crises combine with the trauma of a court-martialed Iraq War veteran, to whom foe and ally alike murmur inanely,
“Thank you for your service.” Saunders doesn’t neglect his gift for surreal situations. There are the inmates subjected to sadistic
neurological drug experiments in “Escape from Spiderhead” and the living lawn ornaments in “The Semplica Girl Diaries.” These
are unpredictable, stealthily funny, and complexly affecting stories of ludicrousness, fear, and rescue. Booklist

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Zora Neale Hurston

193

No

Yes

Novel

One Book NJ 2007 One of the most important works of twentieth-century American literature, Zora Neale Hurston's beloved 1937
classic, Their Eyes Were Watching God, is an enduring Southern love story sparkiing with wit, beauty, and heartfelt wisdom.
Told in the captivating voice of a woman who refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness, fear, or foolish romantic dreams, it is the story
of fair-skinned, fiercely independent Janie Crawford, and her evolving selfhood through three marriages and a life marked by
poverty, trials, and purpose. A true literary wonder, Hurston's masterwork remains as relevant and affecting today as when it was
first published -- perhaps the most widely read and highly regarded novel in the entire canon of African American literature.

Thirteenth Tale

Diane Setterfield

406

Yes

Yes

Mystery

A compelling emotional mystery about family secrets and the magic of books and storytelling. Margaret Lea, a bookseller's
daughter, is summoned to the home of Vida Winter, England's most popular novelist, and commanded to write her biography.
Miss Winter has been falsifying her life story and her identity for more than 60 years. Facing imminent death and feeling an
unexplainable connection to Margaret, Miss Winter begins to spin a haunting, suspenseful tale of an old English estate, a
devastating fire, twin girls, a governess, and a ghost. As Margaret carefully records Vida's tale, she ponders her own family
secrets. Her research takes her to the English moors to view a mansion’s ruins and discover an unexpected ending to Vida's
story...
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Those Who Save Us

Jenna Blum

482

Yes

No

Novel

For fifty years, Anna Schlemmer has refused to talk about her life in Germany during World War Il. Her daughter, Trudy, was only
three when she and her mother were liberated by an American soldier and went to live with him in Minnesota. Trudy's sole
evidence of the past is an old photograph: a family portrait showing Anna, Trudy, and a Nazi officer, the Obersturmfiihrer of
Buchenwald. Driven by the guilt of her heritage, Trudy, now a professor of German history, begins investigating the past and
finally unearths the dramatic and heartbreaking truth of her mother's life. Combining a passionate, doomed love story, a vivid

evocation of life during the war, and a poignant mother/daughter drama, Those Who Save Us is a profound exploration of what
we endure to survive and the legacy of shame.

Thousand Autumns of Jacob De Zoet (The)

David Mitchell

512

Yes

Yes

Historical

Two-time Booker finalist Mitchell applies his wide-ranging talents to this innovative historical epic. Dejima, an artificial island
created as a trading outpost in Nagasaki Harbor, proves fertile ground for exploring intercultural relations, trust and betrayal,
racial and gender boundaries, the search for identity, and unexpected love in a changing world. In 1799, when the Netherlands
held a trade monopoly with isolationist Japan, Jacob de Zoet, a clerk for the Dutch East Indies Company, is charged with
uncovering fraud in his predecessors’ ledgers. As Jacob doggedly pursues an honest course, he becomes romantically intrigued
by Orito Aibagawa, a gifted, disfigured midwife granted special permission to study on Dejima. Mitchell incorporates diverse
styles, and he expertly adapts tone and dialogue to reflect his situations. In the main plotline, incisive commentary on decisions
and unforeseen consequences filters through a jaunty, slang-filled tale in which Japanese and Dutchmen arrange public and
private deals. Interlinked subplots offer creepy gothic drama, seafaring adventure, and race-against-time suspense. Despite the
audacious scope, the focus remains intimate; each fascinating character—interpreter, herbalist, magistrate, slave—has the
opportunity o share his or her story. Everything is patched together seamlessly and interwoven with clever wordplay and
enlightening historical details on feudal Japan. First-rate literary fiction and a rousing good yarn, too.

To Kill a Mockingbird

Harper Lee

323

Yes

Yes

Novel

This Pulitzer prize winner was voted the best novel of the 20th century. Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama,
during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their
father, Atticus~three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman.

Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result is a tough and tender
novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of growing up.
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Toms River 2014 Pulitzer Prize

Dan Fagin

576

No

Yes

Non-Fiction

One of New Jersey's seemingly innumerable quiet seaside towns, Toms River became the unlikely setting for a decades-long
drama that culminated in 2001 with one of the largest environmental legal settlements in history. For years, large chemical
companies had been using Toms River as their private dumping ground, burying tens of thousands of leaky drums in open pits
and discharging billions of gallons of acid-laced wastewater into the town’s namesake river. The result was a notorious cluster of
childhood cancers scientifically linked to local air and water pollution. Fagin recounts the sixty-year saga of rampant poliution
and inadequate oversight that made Toms River a cautionary tale. He brings to life the pioneering scientists and physicians who
first identified pollutants as a cause of cancer and the everyday people in Toms River who struggled for justice: a young boy
whose cherubic smile belied the fast-growing tumors that had decimated his body from birth; a nurse who fought to bring the
alarming incidence of childhood cancers to the attention of authorities who didn’t want to listen; and a mother whose love for her
stricken child transformed her into a tenacious advocate for change.

Tree Grows in Brooklyn (A)

Betty Smith

493

No

Yes

Novel

Francie Nolan, avid reader, penny-candy connoisseur, and observer of human nature, has much to ponder in colorful, turn-of-the-
century Brooklyn. She grows up with a sweet, tragic father, a severely realistic mother, and an aunt who gives her love too freely-
to men, and to a brother who will always be the favored child. Francie learns early the meaning of hunger and the value of a
penny. She is her father's child--romantic and hungry for beauty. But she is her mother's child, too--deeply practical and in
constant need of truth. Like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles
against all odds to survive and thrive. Betty Smith's poignant, honest novel created a big stir when it was first published over 50
years ago. Her frank writing about life's squalor was alarming to some, but the book's humor and pathos ensured its place in the
realm of classics--and in the hearts of readers, young and old.

Turn of Mind

Alice LaPlante

320

Yes

Yes

Novel

A stunning first novel, both literary and thriller, about a retired orthopedic surgeon with dementia, Turn of Mind has already
received worldwide attention. With unmatched patience and a pulsating intensity, Alice LaPlante brings us deep into a brilliant
woman'’s deteriorating mind, where the impossibility of recognizing reality can be both a blessing and a curse. As the book
opens, Dr. Jennifer White’s best friend, Amanda, who lived down the block, has been killed, and four fingers surgically removed
from her hand. Dr. White is the prime suspect and she herself doesn’t know whether she did it. Told in White's own voice,
fractured and eloquent, a picture emerges of the surprisingly intimate, complex alliance between these life-long friends—two
proud, forceful women who were at times each other's most formidable adversaries. As the investigation into the murder
deepens and White’s relationships with her live-in caretaker and two grown children intensify, a chilling question lingers: is
White’s shattered memory preventing her from revealing the truth or helping her to hide it?
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Unbroken

Laura Hillenbrand

496

Yes

Yes

Novel

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of
debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that ofa young lieutenant, the
plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary
odysseys of the Second World War. The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he'd been a cunning and
incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he had channeled
his defiance info running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics and within sight of the four-
minute mile. But when war had come, the athlete had become an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a
tiny raft, and a drift info the unknown. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a foundering
raft, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would

answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or
tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will.

Under the Wide and Starry Sky

Nancy Horan

482

Yes

Yes

Historical

At the age of thirty-five, Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne has left her philandering husband in San Francisco to set sail for
Belgium—uwith her three children and nanny in tow—to study art. It is a chance for this adventurous woman to start over, to make
a better life for all of them, and to pursue her own desires. Not long after her arrival, however, tragedy strikes, and Fanny and her
children repair to a quiet artists’ colony in France where she can recuperate. Emerging from a deep sorrow, she meets a lively
Scot, Robert Louis Stevenson, ten years her junior, who falls instantly in love with the earthy, independent, and opinionated
“belle Americaine.” Fanny does not immediately take to the slender young lawyer who longs to devote his life to writing—and
who would eventually pen such classics as Treasure Island and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. In time, though, she
succumbs to Stevenson’s charms, and the two begin a fierce love affair—~marked by intense joy and harrowing darkness—that
spans the decades and the globe. The shared life of these two strong-willed individuals unfoids into an adventure as
impassioned and unpredictable as any of Stevenson’s own unforgettable tales

Unlikely Piligrimage of Harold Fry

Rachel Joyce

368

Yes

Yes

Novel

Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by almost
everything he does. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning a letter arrives, addressed to Harold in a shaky
scrawl, from a woman he hasn’t heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye. But
before Harold mails off a quick reply, a chance encounter convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie
in person. in his yachting shoes and light coat, Harold Fry embarks on an urgent quest. Determined to walk six hundred miles to
the hospice, Harold believes that as long as he walks, Queenie will live. A novel of charm, humor, and profound insight into the

thoughts and feelings we all bury deep within our hearts, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry introduces Rachel Joyceasa
wise—and utterly irresistible—storyteller.
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Very Valentine

Adriana Trigiani

401

Yes

Yes

Novel

The family-owned Angelini Shoe Company where Valentine Roncalli and her grandmother work is going under. The small
business, started by her late grandfather in 1903, is best known for handcrafting beautiful wedding shoes, but is unnoticed
among the big designers that dominate the storefronts in downtown New York City. Since no one in the Roncalii clan seems
interested in running the business, Valentine vows to continue the family legacy and enters the shop in a design contest at a well-
known department store. Amidst her struggles, Valentine meets an italian chef and begins a serious love affair. Just when she
thinks he might be “the one,” she is sent to Tuscany on a buying trip and becomes entranced by the charm and sophistication of
Italy. A steamy boat ride in the Blue Grotto on the isle of Capri and a dreamy love scene beneath the glittering night sky will have
readers who love romantic novels fanatics swooning. Trigiani’s closing is satisfying, even as it paves the way for the lovable
heroine to reappear in a planned sequel

Visit From The Goon Squad (A) Pulitzer Prize

Jennifer Egan

352

Yes

Yes

Novel

Bennie is an aging former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young woman he employs. Here
Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a host of other characters whose paths intersect with

theirs. With music pulsing on every page, A Visit from the Goon Squad is a startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and
redemption.

National Bestseller
National Book Critics Circle Award Winner

Water for Elephants

Sara Gruen

335

Yes

Yes

Novel

With its spotlight on elephants, Gruen's romantic page-turner hinges on the human-animal bonds. The novel, told in flashback by
nonagenarian Jacob Jankowski, recounts the wild and wonderful period he spent with the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular
Show on Earth, a traveling circus he joined during the Great Depression. When 23-year-old Jankowski learns that his parents
have been killed in a car crash, leaving him penniless, he drops out of Cornell veterinary school and parlays his expertise with
animals into a job with the circus, where he cares for a menagerie of exotic creatures. He also falls in love with Marlena, one of
the show's star performers—a romance complicated by Marlena's husband, the unbalanced, sadistic circus boss who beats both
his wife and the animals Jankowski cares for. Gruen skillfully humanizes the myriad of characters that make up life in the circus.

When Will There Be Good News?

Kate Atkinson

388

No

Yes

Suspense

On a hot summer day, Joanna Mason's family slowly wanders home along a country lane. A moment later, Joanna's life is
changed forever...

On a dark night thirty years later, ex-detective Jackson Brodie finds himself on a train that is both crowded and late. Lost in his
thoughts, he suddenly hears a shocking sound...

At the end of a long day, 16-year-old Reggie is looking forward to watching a little TV. Then a terrifying noise shatters her
peaceful evening. Luckily, Reggie makes it a point to be prepared for an emergency...

These three lives come together in unexpected and deeply thrilling ways in the latest novel from Kate Atkinson, the critically
acclaimed author who Harlan Coben calls "an absolute must-read."”
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Where'd You Go Bernadette

Maria Semple

352

Yes

Yes

‘Novel

Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow private-school
mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-oid Bee, she is a best
friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette disappears. It began when Bee aced her report card and claimed her promised reward:
a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle--and people in general--has made her so agoraphobic
that a virtual assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the earth is problematic. To find her mother,
Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence--creating a compulsively readable and touching novel
about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world.

Widow's Story (A}

Joyce Carol Oates

432

Yes

No

Memoir

Brutal violence and catastrophic loss are often the subjects of Oates’ powerful novels and stories. But as she reveals in this
galvanizing memoir, her creative inferno was sequestered from her Jjoyful life with her husband, Raymond Smith. A revered editor
and publisher who did not read her fiction, Smith kept their household humming during their 48-year marriage. After his
shocking death from a “secondary infection” while hospitalized with pneumonia, Oates found herself in the grip of a relentless
waking nightmare. She recounts this horrific “siege” of grief with her signature perception, specificity, and intensity, from epic
insomnia and terrifying hallucinations to the torment of “death-duties,” painful recognitions of confidences unshared and secrets
harbored, and a chilling evaporation of meaning. But Oates also rallies to offer droll advice on how to be a *good widow” and
describes her struggles with mountains of lavish “sympathy gifts” and the attendant trash with a “widow’s slapstick-comedy.” In
a stunning extension of the compelling disclosures found in The Journal of Joyce Carol Oates, 1973-1982, protean and
unflinching Oates has created an illuminating portrait of a marriage, a searing confrontation with death, an extraordinarily
forthright chronicle of mourning, and a profound “pilgrimage” from chaos to coherence. (Booklist)

Wild: Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trl

Cheryl Strayed

336

Yes

Yes

Biography

At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her mother’s death, her family scattered and her
own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life.
With no experience or training, driven only by blind will, she would hike more than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail
from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to Washington State—and she would do it alone. Told with suspense and
style, sparkling with warmth and humor, Wild powerfully captures the terrors and pieasures of one young woman forging ahead
against all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened, and ultimately healed her.

Witness ( The)

Nora Roberts

488

No

Yes

Suspense

Daughter of a controlling mother, Elizabeth finally let loose one night, drinking at a nightclub and allowing a strange man’s
seductive Russian accent lure her fo a house on Lake Shore Drive. The events that followed changed her life forever. Twelve
years later, the woman known as Abigail Lowery lives on the outskirts of a small town in the Ozarks. A freelance programmer,
she designs sophisticated security systems—and supplements her own security with a fierce dog and an assortment of firearms.
She keeps to herself, saying little, revealing nothing. But Abigail's reserve only intrigues police chief Brooks Gleason. Her logical
mind, her secretive nature, and her unromantic viewpoints leave him fascinated but frustrated. He suspects that Abigail needs
protection from something—and that her elaborate defenses hide a story that must be revealed.
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Wright Brothers (The)

2016

David McCullough

320

Yes

Yes

Biography

The #1 New York Times bestseller from David McCuliough, two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize—the dramatic story-behind-the-
story about the courageous brothers who taught the world how to fly—Wilbur and Orville Wright. On a winter day in 1903, in the
Outer Banks of North Carolina, two brothers—bicycle mechanics from Dayton, Ohio—changed history. But it would take the
world some time to believe that the age of flight had begun, with the first powered machine carrying a pilot.

Orville and Witbur Wright were men of exceptional courage and determination, and of far-ranging intellectual interests and
ceaseless curiosity. When they worked together, no problem seemed to be insurmountable. Wilbur was unquestionably a genius.
Orville had such mechanical ingenuity as few had ever seen. That they had no more than a public high school education and little
money never stopped them in their mission to take to the air. Nothing did, not even the self-evident reality that every time they
took off, they risked being killed

Writing on My Forehead (The)

Nafisa Haji

308

Yes

No

Novel

Haji traces in her impressive debut the fortunes of a family divided by secrets and lies as much as by the 1947 partition of the
Indian subcontinent. Saira Qader, an American feenager of Indo-Pakistani descent, lives a sheltered life in California with her
older sister, Ameena, and their overprotective and fiercely traditional parents. Saira's view of her family changes dramatically
when she attends a wedding in Karachi and learns that her mother had lied to her about Saira's grandfather: he is not dead but
living in London with a second family. As she learns more about her grandfather's work with Gandhi and the independence
movement, Saira dreams of going to college instead of marrying early like her sister, and later carves out a life as a war
journalist. But an unforeseen tragedy makes her choose between her peripatetic existence and the more traditional (and perhaps
more desirable) setup awaiting her at home. Haji achieves an effortless commingling of family and social history in this intricate
story that connects a young woman and her family over continents and through generations.

Year of Magical Thinking (The)

Joan Didion

227

Yes

Yes

Memoir

Out of excruciatingly painful personal experience, Joan Didion has written a lacerating yet peculiarly stirring
book "about death, about iliness, about probability and luck, about good fortune and bad, about marriage

and children and memory, about grief, about the ways in which people do and do not deal with the fact that
life ends, about the shallowness of sanity, about life itself.” In December 2003 two terrible things happened:
her only child, Quintana, married months earlier, was hospitalized in a coma, and five days later her

husband, John Gregory Dunne, died "in the living room of our apartment in New York [after] a sudden
massive coronary event" just as he and Didion were about to have dinner. For more than a year, Didion’s life
was completely taken over by these events; The Year of Magical Thinking is the story of that year.
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